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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1953. 

In  accordance  with  the  desires  expressed  by  the  Minister  of  Health  and  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  again  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  complete  this  report  at  an  earlier  date  than  in 
former  years.  The  Vital  Statistics  from  the  Registrar  General’s  Department  are,  however,  received 
at  a  date  which  makes  it  difficult  to  produce  the  report  earlier  than  the  middle  of  the  succeeding  year. 
By  this  time  much  of  the  information  in  the  report  is  stale  or  even  forgotten  and  for  propaganda 
purposes  its  news  value  is  considerably  depreciated. 

In  last  year’s  report  it  was  stressed  that  the  changes  in  the  classification  of  certain  deaths  and 
the  localities  in  which  they  were  registered  rendered  comparison  with  reports  of  past  years  difficult. 
This  position  has  not  changed  in  the  past  year.  Moreover  the  difficulties  of  assessment  of  the 
morbidity  figures  for  the  district  have  in  no  way  been  lessened,  the  former  sources  of  information  are 
still  dry,  and  co-operation  between  the  various  sections  of  the  Medical  Services  leaves  much  to  be 
desired.  This  is  however  due  to  no  lack  of  desire  to  co-operate  on  the  part  of  the  personnel  of  the 
various  sections  but  is  an  integral  defect  of  the  National  Service  Act  itself.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
fact,  so  obvious  to  all  observers,  will  be  adjusted  by  amendment  of  the  Act  in  the  very  near  future. 

Morbidity  figures  for  the  district  can  only  be  guessed,  they  cannot  be  factual  for  the  data  upon 
which  to  assess  them  do  not  exist.  But  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Insurance  has,,  as  in  past 
years,  supplied  certain  figures  which  do  help  to  repair  the  gap  in  the  wall  of  information. 

True  the  information  supplied  only  relates  to  the  insured  population,  the  under  ages  and  the 
over  ages  are  not  included,  but  it  gives  some  indication  of  the  amount  of  illness  and  the  time  taken 
for  recovery  amongst  those  who  were  insured.  Those  who  were  “  self  employed  ”  do  not  appear  in 
these  figures. 

The  Vital  Statistics  contained  in  this  report  were  supplied  by  the  Regisrar  General,  the  County 
Public  Health  Department  and  also  compiled  from  records  kept  in  the  Health  Department  of  this 
authority.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  utilise  all  three  sources  of  information  in  order  to  attain 
some  degree  of  accuracy. 

The  main  portion  of  the  report  deals,  as  in  previous  years,  with  the  detailed  work  of  the 
Health  Department  throughout  the  year  under  review.  It  endeavours  to  cover  all  those  details  of 
work  which  are  required  to  preserve  the  healthy  environment  of  the  district.  Additionally  reports 
are  appended  containing  summarised  information  from  the  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer  of  matters 
which  not  only  add  to  the  amenities  of  life  in  the  area  but  also  have  an  undoubted  influence  upon 
the  lives  and  happiness  of  its  inhabitants. 
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As  in  past  years  short  accounts  are  included  of  the  physical  characteristics  of  the  area,  of  its 
social  conditions,  and  last  but  not  least  the  yearly  account  of  its  weather.  Some  records  have  been 
kept  in  the  Department  of  meteorological  conditions,  but  Dr.  Barocas  of  the  Jeremiah  Horrocks 
Observatory,  Preston,  has  once  again,  supplied  his  Annual  Report  and  many  of  the  details  are 
extracted  from  this  report.  Grateful  acknowledgment  must  be  made  to  Dr.  Barocas  for  these 
extracts. 

The  year  1953  was  a  dry  one  with  a  rainfall  over  four  inches  less  than  that  of  1952  (some 
five  and  a  half  inches  less  than  the  average)  and  with  considerably  more  sunshine. 

The  standard  of  health  so  far  as  information  was  obtainable,,  was  maintained  in  the  district. 
There  were  no  epidemics  producing  excessive  figures  of  mortality  nor  of  continued  morbidity.  The 
epidemic  of  Measles  prevalent  in  1952  gradually  subsided  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  the  number 
of  cases.  Scarlet  Fever  also  showed  a  lessened  number  of  cases.  It  was  disturbing, 
however,  to  find  a  certain  number  of  children  suffering  a  second  attack  of  this  disease 
within  a  very  few  months  of  the  first.  It  was  obvious  that  immunity  after  the  first  attack 
had  not  been  established.  Whether  this  is  due  to  treatment  by  antibiotics  or  from  some  other  cause 
has  not  yet  been  determined.  An  outbreak  of  Dysentery  in  the  Day  Nursery  caused  a  considerable 
number  of  children  in  attendance  to  be  affected  and  to  remain  positively  infected  for  some  weeks. 

Two  quite  considerable  outbursts  of  Food  Poisoning  caused  anxiety  and  added  much  to  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department.  The  first  one,  the  more  serious,  occurred  in  June  and  was  due  to 
the  consumption  of  meat  pies  infected  with  Salmonella  Morbificans  Bo  vis,  an  organism  associated  with 
beef  from  infected  cattle.  It  was  a  virulent  type  of  organism,  fortunately  rare  in  this  country  up  to 
recently  and  the  type  of  disease  caused  was  severe.  Many  of  the  sufferers  remained  carriers  of  the 
germ  for  many  months.  Although  several  cases  of  the  disease  occurred  in  mid  week,  none  was  notified 
to  the  Department  until  the  beginning  of  the  next  week  ;  too  late  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  further 
cases  by  active  measures  against  the  sale  of  the  pies.  If  it  were  necessary  to  produce  evidence  of 
the  present  day  laxity  of  notifications  this  outbreak  would  certainly  provide  it.  With  certainty  it 
can  be  stated  that  if  every  care  had  been  taken  to  ensure  the  soundness  of  the  meat,  and  the  correct 
temperature  reached  to  kill  all  organisms  in  the  process  of  cooking  then  no  cases  would  have 
occurred;  or  if  when  the  first  few  cases  occurred  immediate  notification  had  been  made  to  the  Health 
Departments  concerned,  so  that  the  sale  of  the  pies  could  have  been  prevented,  then  the  outburst 
would  not  have  produced  the  alarming  number  of  cases  it  ultimately  attained.  No  fault  apparently 
could  be  found  in  the  temperatures  which  could  be  obtained  in  the  equipment  used  for  the  cooking 
of  these  pies  yet  bacteriological  examination  of  the  pies  and  certainly  the  number  of  persons  affected 
indicated  that  the  pies  were  actively  and  extensively  infected.  The  War  with  its  periods  of  shortages 
and  with  the  supply  of  foods  definitely  below  pre-war  standards  produced  in  the  individual  a  certain 
lack  of  discernment  towards  food,  a  casualness  in  the  cooking  and  serving  of  foods,  and  a  take  it  or 
leave  it  attitude  generally,  which  have  not  yet  disappeared,  and  which  do  invite  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning.  The  other  outburst  of  Food  Poisoning  cases,  again  due  to  meat  pies^  was  of  a  much  less 
serious  nature  and  the  pies  were  infected  with  one  of  the  less  virulent  organisms  of  the  Salmonella 
Group.  The  same  observations,  though  in  a  lesser  form,  could  be  applied  with  equal  truth  to  this 
epidemic. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  showed  an  increase  over  1952.  The  increase  was  entirely 
in  cases  of  the  Pulmonary  type  whereas  the  Non  Pulmonary  cases  were  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  also  greater.  The  increase  in  the 
number  of  notifications  appeared  to  be  part  of  the  general  experience  throughout  the  country,  whether 
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due  to  better  diagnosis  or  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  affected  persons  to  seek  early  treatment  it  would 
be  difficult  to  decide.  Probably  each  aspect  has  a  bearing. 

The  number  of  deaths  however,  does  not  form  part  of  the  general  experience  because  in  1953 
the  mortality  touched  a  record  low  level  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  Far  too  frequently  still,  second 
cases  occur  in  the  family  or  immediate  contacts,  and  it  is  obvious  that  greater  measures  of  prevention 
must  be  employed. 

Once  again  the  district  was  free  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  if  the  parents  continue  to  have 
their  children  regularly  immunised  there  would  appear  to  be  no  reason  why  this  happy  state  of  affairs 
should  not  continue. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  young  children,  each  of  the  paralytic  type. 

The  efforts  to  ensure  sound  food  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  were  continued  in  1953. 
Any  food  of  doubtful  value  was  siezed  and  destroyed.  Bacteriological  and  other  tests  were  made 
where  necessary.  Further  education  of  all  food  handlers,  domestic  as  well  as  commercial,  is  most 
desirable. 

The  sampling  of  milk  supplies  was  continued  with  vigour.  The  number  of  unsatisfactory 
samples  showed  a  slight  percentage  increase  over  the  figures  for  1952.  Only  one  sample  proved 
positive  for  Tuberculosis  as  opposed  to  four  in  1952. 

Ice  Cream  was  frequently  sampled  and  the  bacteriological  quality  was  satisfactory,  the  food 
value  of  the  product  with  the  easing  of  ration  conditions  showed  a  definite  improvement. 

All  the  environmental  services  of  the  Health  Department  were  continued  in  1953.  Details 
of  these  will  be  found  in  the  report  and  in  Mr.  Corbishley's  report  appended. 

A  study  of  the  various  tables  given  in  the  report  indicates  the  steady  progress  which  has  been 
made  in  improved  hygienic  conditions  in  the  district  in  the  last  five  decades  and  the  improvement 
in  health  as  a  result. 

The  demand  for  houses  has  not  yet  been  satisfied  although  the  number  of  applicants  has  been 
reduced  considerably.  The  increasing  necessity  for  small  houses  of  the  easily  worked  variety  for  the 
ageing  population  must  be  kept  in  view. 

As  in  past  years  visits  were  made  to  factories  and  workshops  and  to  the  canteens  attached. 
Cordial  relations  with  industrial  managements  were  thus  continued  and  any  improvements  suggested 
were  readily  adopted. 

As  the  result  of  a  report  upon  Smoke  Abatement  presented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the  Council  an  invitation  was  extended  to  adjoining  authorities  to  a  meeting  at  the  Council  Offices, 
Bamber  Bridge,  in  order  to  discuss  the  problems  of  smoke  emission  and  to  endeavour  to  establish 
a  common  policy  for  its  control.  The  meeting  was  held  in  November  and  representatives  from  the 
adjoining  authorities  attended.  A  report  with  certain  recommendations  was  presented  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  meeting.  A  summary  of  the  recommendations  will  be  found  in  the  body  of 
this  report. 

It  was  a  successful  meeting  and  the  adoption  by  the  Central  Government  of  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  would  go  far  to  produce  a  much  clearer  atmosphere  in  industrial  areas  and  a  definite  reduction 
in  the  density  of  fog  conditions. 
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In  1953  the  Birth  Rate  showed  a  slight  increase  and  the  Death  Rate  a  reduction.  There  were 
more  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  but  fewer  from  Malignant  Diseases. 

Once  again  it  can  be  reported  that  there  were  no  deaths  connected  with  pregnancy  and  the 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  halved  and  touched  a  record  low  level. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  district  showed  a  slight  increase  to  14,870. 

Mr.  Williams,  the  Student  Sanitary  Inspector  in  this  district,  passed  the  examination  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  a  qualified  Sanitary  Inspector  and  was  appointed  in  December,  1953  by 
the  Council  to  the  post  of  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Physical  Characteristics  of  the  Area 

The  district  is  quadrangular  in  shape  with  an  average  width  of  3J  miles  East  to  West  and  a 
length  of  miles  North  to  South.  The  land  slopes  gently  from  South  East  to  North  West.  In  the 
South  East  the  height  is  260  feet,  falling  in  the  North  West  to  25  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  River  Ribble  forms  the  northern  boundary  for  a  distance  of  about  two  miles  and  is  tidal 
in  almost  all  that  length. 

The  River  Darwen  flows  through  a  valley  in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district  and  joins  the 
Ribble  at  the  North  Western  boundary  of  the  area. 

Geologically  the  district  lies  on  Triassic  sandstone  upon  which  are  placed  a  lower  boulder  clay 
layer,  a  layer  of  drift  sand,  and  an  upper  boulder  clay  layer.  The  base  of  rock  forms  an  inclined 
plane  which  dips  downwards  toward  the  sea.  Outcrops  of  this  rock  are  found  in  the  beds  of  the 
Rivers  Ribble  and  Darwen.  In  the  boulder  clay  layers,  stone  of  varying  sizes  is  found.,  most  of 
these  are  Lakeland  in  origin  brought  down  by  ice  movement  or  by  ice  melting.  In  the  Drift  Sand 
layer  there  are  deposits  of  gravel.  As  a  rule  the  layers  of  Glacial  Drift  fill  the  valleys  leaving  the  hill 
tops  free. 

The  thickness  of  the  various  layers  shows  v  ariation  in  depth  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
district;  towards  the  western  side  the  three  layers  are  approximately  100  feet  in  thickness,  but  in 
most  parts  of  the  district  the  Upper  Boulder  Clay  is  10  feet,  the  Drift  Sand  9  feet  and  the  Lower 
Boulder  Layer  2  feet  upwards. 

The  island  formed  between  the  two  rivers  contains  large  alluvial  deposits  which  provide  a  rich 
soil  for  market  gardening. 

Unfortunately  the  island  between  these  two  rivers  has  been  subjected  to  flooding  on  many 
occasions  in  periods  of  heavy  rain.  Spring  tides  and  strong  west  winds  with  heavy  rain,  increase  the 
possibilities  of  flood  conditions. 


Social  Conditions  and  Amenities  of  the  Area 

The  district  is  partly  industrial  and  partly  residential.  Cotton  manufacture,  engineering, 
market  gardening,  dairy  farming  and  corn  milling  comprise  the  main  industries. 

In  the  area  there  are  eleven  churches,  with  attached  Sunday  Schools,  covering  most  types  of 
religion.  Many  Church  Halls  are  associated  with  the  Churches  and  in  these  halls,  particularly  in 
the  winter  months,  lectures,  concerts,  dramatic  society  meetings,  plays,  debates  and  dances  are  held. 
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There  are  nine  clubs  in  the  district,  some  political,  some  religious,  and  others  non-sectarian, 
where  games  such  as  billiards,,  darts,  dominoes,  etc.,  can  be  played.  A  tennis  club,  a  table  tennis 
club  and  a  cricket  club  also  are  sited  in  the  area. 

On  the  playing  fields,  five  in  number,  football  and  cricket  are  played  in  the  proper  season  and 
there  are  three  football  clubs. 

A  Dramatic  Society  encourages  the  arts  in  the  district  and  there  is  a  flourishing  Debating 
Society. 

Excavations  made  by  the  local  Archeological  Society  close  to  the  junction  of  the  Darwen  and 
the  Kibble  have  yielded  many  portions  of  Roman  pottery  and  other  evidences  of  that  period  of 
occupation,  and  these  relics  are  displayed  in  the  Council  Offices  and  the  Library  in  Station  Road. 

There  are  four  local  branches  of  the  County  Council  Library  sited  throughout  the  district. 


Meteorological  Conditions  in  1953 

Much  of  the  information  in  this  section  of  the  report  was  provided  by  Dr.  Barocas  of  the 
Jeremiah  Horrocks  Observatory  by  permission  of  Mr.  Tuson,  Chief  Education  Officer,  Preston  and 
from  the  County  Meteorological  Station  at  Esprick.  In  addition  daily  records  have  been  kept  in 
the  Health  Department  of  general  aspects  of  weather  conditions  in  the  district. 

The  year  1953  could  be  considered  a  drier  and  a  warmer  year  than  the  average.  The  total 
rainfall  for  the  year  was  32.04  inches,  some  inches  less  than  the  average  and  4.40  inches  less 
than  in  1952.  The  rain  fell  on  191  days,  19  days  less  than  1952  and  6  days  less  than  the  average. 
The  distribution  of  the  rainy  periods  was  somewhat  unequal,  for  April,  July,  August,  September  and 
November  were  wetter  than  usual.  October  and  December  were  drier,  each  with  two  inches  less  of 
rain  than  the  average.  November  was  the  wettest  month  with  4|  inches  of  rain,  and  March  with 
less  than  one  inch  was  the  driest. 

The  wettest  day  of  the  year  was  August  3 1st  with  over  2  inches  of  rain. 

The  winter  and  autumn  periods  were  drier  than  usual  whereas  the  summer  was  much  wetter. 
In  the  summer  months  almost  a  half  of  the  total  rainfall  for  the  year  was  precipitated. 

The  longest  diy  spell  lasted  from  July  28th  to  August  13th,  and  there  was  a  period  of  absolute 
drought  from  March  7th  to  March  24th. 

As  already  stated,,  1953  was  warmer  than  usual,  and  this  applied  particularly  to  the  autumn. 
The  average  temperature  for  the  year  was  over  1°  F  higher  than  usual.  April,  June  and  July  were 
colder  than  average  but  November  and  December  were  unusually  warm  with  temperatures  some  4°  F 
higher  than  the  average.  January  was  the  coldest  month  and  August  the  hottest.  The  lowest 
temperature  22°  F.  in  January  and  the  highest  87°  F  on  August  12th. 

There  was  veiy  little  snow  during  the  year  but  ground  frost  occurred  on  70  nights  and  air 
frost  on  48.  There  was  hail  on  11  days  and  thunder  on  15. 

Fog,  that  enemy  of  the  aged  and  the  very  young,  occurred  on  73  days,  but  on  only  6  of  those 
was  the  fog  to  be  classified  as  thick,  i.e.  with  visibility  of  less  than  40  yards.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  estimate  the  loss  sustained  by  transport  on  one  fifth  of  the  days  of  the  year.  In  addition  mist  or 
haze  was  present  on  45  days. 
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Gales  were  recorded  on  3  days,  the  most  violent  one  was  on  January  31st.  This  was  the  gale 
which  caused  the  loss  of  the  Stranraer  to  Lame  steamer  with  great  loss  of  life,,  and  disastrous  flooding 
on  the  East  and  South  East  coasts  of  England  with  severe  destmction  of  property  and  many  fatalities 
in  human  and  live  stock.  Holland  also  was  disastrously  flooded  by  the  same  gale.  Strong  winds 
occurred  on  two  further  days  in  that  month  and  in  Febraary.  Winds  of  almost  gale  force  were 
experienced  in  August,  September,  October  and  November. 


In  the  table  below,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  were  42  days  without  wind  which  bears  some 
relationship  to  the  days  with  fog.  Winds  blew  from  the  dry  quarters  (Norths  North  West,  North 
East),  on  129  days  and  from  the  moister  quarters  (South,  South  East,  South  West,  and  West)  on 
194  days. 

The  number  of  hours  of  sunshine  was  greater  than  1952,  probably  this  accounting  for  the 
higher  temperatures. 

Tabic  of  Weather  Summary,  1953 

Month 

Rainfall 

Inches 

Number  of 
Rain  Days 

Sunshine 

Hours 

Prevailing 

Wind  Days. 

January  . 

1.71 

19 

39.9 

Calm  6.  S.W.  6.  S.  6. 

February  . 

1.17 

13 

62.6 

S.W.  6.  Calm  4. 

March  . 

0.88 

8 

129.7 

E.  8.  Calm  8. 

April  . 

2.68 

13 

205.6 

E.  7.  S.W.  5.  Calm  3. 

May  . 

2.12 

14 

201.5 

E.  8.  N.W.  5.  Calm  4. 

June  . 

1.94 

16 

166.5 

W.  5.  N.W.  5.  N.E.  5. 

July  . 

4.55 

21 

189.1 

W.  13. 

August  . 

4.41 

18 

161.4 

W.  9.  N.W.  8.  S.W.  7. 

September  . 

4.44 

16 

123.4 

S.  6.  W.  5.  Calm  5. 

October  . 

1.65 

12 

106.1 

N.E.  6.  S.  6.  Calm  4. 

November  . 

4.73 

23 

36.2  ... 

S.  9.  S.W.  10. 

December  . 

1.76 

18 

25.3  ... 

S.  9.  E.6. 

Totals 

32.04 

191 

.  1447.3  ... 

When  this  table  is  compared  with  that  shown  in  last  year’s  report  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
total  rainfall  was  nearly  four  inches  less  and  that  rain  fell  on  191  days  instead  of  210.  In  spite  of  the 
reduced  rainfall  and  the  number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell  there  were  actually  73  hours  less  sunshine. 
The  reduction  in  the  number  of  days  on  which  winds  from  the  south-west,  west  and  south,  the  wet 
quarters,  blew  in  1953  will  also  be  noted.  The  number  of  days — 42 — ^without  wind  bears  some  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  number  of  days  with  foggy  conditions. 


Statistics 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,761 

Population  (census)  1931 .  12,718 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  (mid  1951)  .  14,870 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,314 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (rate  book  1953) .  4,743 

Rateable  Value  .  .  £76,929 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .  ...  £320 
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Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births:  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

103 

99 

202 

Illegitimate  . 

3 

4 

7 

HP  +  1 

^  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

106 

103 

209 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1953)  crude  . 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

14.1 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (mid  1953)  adjusted 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

13.3 

StiU  Births :  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total . 

5 

2 

7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  . 

*  «  • 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

32 

Comparability  factor  for  births 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0.95 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age :  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

— 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

— 

3 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age  {Neo-natal  deaths) :  - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

— 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Total . 

3 

3 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age :  — 

Infantile  Mortality — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  14 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Neo-Natal  Mortality — 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  .  14 


Male 

Deaths :  —  66 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (crude) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  (adjusted) 
Comparability  factor  for  deaths  ...  . 

Maternal  Mortality:  — 

Deaths  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  Cancer  . 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age  . 


Female 

89 


Total 

155 

10.4 

11.3 

1.09 


Nil 

Nil 

1.68 

0.2 

m 
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Comparative  Table 


Per 

1,000  of  Population 

Maternal 

Mortality  Rate 

Live 

Crude 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Per  1,000  Per 

1.000  Total 

Infantile 

Birth 

Death 

from  Pulmonary 

from 

Live 

Live  and 

Mortality 

Rate 

Rate 

Tuberculosis 

Cancer 

Births 

Still  Bi.rchs 

Rate 

Of  5  years,  1947-51 

17.58 

11.6 

0.216 

1.624 

1.57 

1.526 

31 

Year  1952 

13.8 

12.9 

0.07 

2.92 

Nil 

Nil 

29 

Year  1953 

14.1 

10.4 

0.2 

1.68 

Nil 

Nil 

14 

Increase  or  decrease  in  1953 

On  5  years  average  1947-1951 

—3.48 

—1.2 

—.016 

+  .056 

—1.57  - 

-1.526 

—17 

Previous  Year 

+  .3 

—2.5 

+  .13  - 

-1.24 

Nil 

Nil 

—15 

Lancashire  1953 

14.77 

12.17 

0.18 

2.04 

N.A. 

1.26 

29 

England  and  Wales  1953 

15.5 

11.4 

0.17 

3.99 

N.A. 

0.76 

26.8 

Comment  has  been  made  upon  these  statistics.  The  veiy  low  figure  for  Infantile  Mortality 
must  be  emphasised. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Death,  1953 

Diseases  of  the  Heart — 

Coronary  Disease — Angina  . . . 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 
Other  Heart  Diseases 
Diseases  of  the  Circulation  (other) 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Bronchitis  ... 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Influenza 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

Tuberculosis  (other) 

Malignant  Diseases  (all  sites) 

Diabetes 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrheoa 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

Congenital  Malformations  and  Prematurity 
Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

All  other  Accidents  . 

Suicide 


Male  Female  Total 
12  10  22 

3  5  8 

2  15  17 

1  —  1 

8  16  24 

4  5  9 

3  3  6 

1  1  2 

—  2  2 

3—3 


24 

5 

1 

1 

4 

1 

3 
2 

12 

1 

2 

4 


65 


89  154 
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A  table  is  given  below  showing  some  comparative  figures  over  the  last  sixty  years, 
are  given. 


Tables  of  Six  Decades 


Six  decades 


Per  1,000  Population  Enteric  Fever  Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever 

Phthisis  Eieaths  Infantile 

Birth  Death  Death  from  Mortality 

Period  Pate  Rate  Rate  Cases  Deaths  Cases  Deaths  Cases  Deaths  Diarrhoea  Rate 


Ten  Years 


1891-1900 

...  30.8 

18.9 

1.25 

133 

27 

46 

16 

211 

15 

122 

188 

1901-1910 

...  26.3 

14.7 

0.95 

116 

21 

98 

15 

291 

16 

58 

128 

1911-1920 

...  18.7 

13.7 

0.91 

54 

5 

166 

16 

565 

11 

46 

107 

1921-1930 

...  16.0 

12.0 

0.72 

7 

0 

66 

5 

310 

0 

11 

64 

1931-1940 

...  14.0 

12.7 

0.44 

5 

2 

47 

3 

414 

0 

5 

56 

1941-1950 

...  16.5 

12.28 

0.33 

0 

0 

27 

1 

280 

0 

6 

42 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  There  were  three  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  1953 
compared  with  one  in  the  previous  year  and  there  were  no  deaths  from  the  Non-Pulmonaiy  forms  of 
the  disease. 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.  The  number  of  deaths  from  these  diseases  showed  a  reduction 
upon  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Cancer.  The  number  of  deaths  from  Malignant  tumours  in  all  sites  of  the  body  showed  a 
marked  drop  from  those  of  the  previous  year.  Five  of  the  deaths  occurred  from  Cancer  of  the  lung 
or  larynx,  less  than  half  those  of  1952. 

The  reduction  in  this  district  is  not  in  correspondence  with  the  figures  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  where  quite  a  large  increase  is  shown  particularly  in  the  deaths  from  Lung  Cancer. 
Investigations  proceeding  in  many  areas  would  appear  to  indicate  that  three  particular  factors  are 
involved  in  the  causation  of  Carcinoma  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus :  —  Cigarette  smoking  in  excess, 
atmospheric  pollution  (smoke,  grit  and  sulphur)  and  petrol  fumes  (burnt  and  unburnt).  All  of  these 
factors  are  increasingly  prevalent  in  industrial  areas. 

There  is  little  that  can  be  done  about  excessive  cigarette  smoking;  that  is  a  matter  for  the 
individual  and  the  warnings  have  been  well  publicised.  Atmospheric  pollution  can  be  reduced  if 
combined  action  be  taken  by  adjoining  industrial  areas.  Petrol  fumes  present  a  very  difficult  problem 
with  the  great  increase  of  road  transport,  but  much  could  be  done  to  reduce  the  volume  of  smoke  fumes 
and  unburnt  gasses  from  the  exhaust  pipes  of  the  vehicles. 

An  attempt  was  made  as  in  past  years  to  obtain  information  from  the  relatives  of  those 
deceased  persons  who  had  died  from  Cancer  of  the  lungs  or  Bronchus.  Unfortunately  this  was 
found  to  be  impossible  in  two  of  the  cases  because  the  relatives  had  left  the  district.  Of  the  three 
others  one,  a  woman,  did  not  strictly  fall  into  the  clasisification  as  her  growth  was  outside  the 
Laiynx  but  in  close  proximity  to  it.  She  was  a  non-smoker  and  not  exposed  to  any  noxious  fumes. 
The  other  two  males  smoked  15  to  20  cigarettes  per  day,  lived  in  the  most  congested  part  of  the 
district,  on  the  main  A6  road,  and  each  used  matches  and  not  petrol  lighters.  Neither  was 
exposed  at  work  to  noxious  fumes  nor  irritating  dust.  This  evidence  conforms  to  the  usual  pattern, 
is  not  conclusive,  but  indicates  potential  causes. 
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Other  Causes  of  Death.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  again  produced  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths.  Many  of  these  are  degenerative  in  type  and  the  same  remarks  can  be  applied  with  equal  truth 
to  deaths  from  Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  (Strokes)  which  caused  many  deaths. 

It  can  be  noted  that  accidental  deaths  were  double  those  of  Motor  Vehicle  accidents,  and 
Suicides  exceeded  them  both. 


Infantile  Mortality.  Three  deaths  occurred,  half  those  of  the  previous  year  producing  a 
record  low  rate  of  14.  All  the  deaths  occurred  almost  immediately  after  birth,  none  being  older  thcin 
three  days. 


Cause  of  death 


Male  Female 


Prematurity  and  Atelectasis  . .  ...  —  3 


Maternal  Mortality.  There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  pregnancy. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Other  Appointments 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
Cleansing  Superintendent 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
Public  Vaccinator 
Certifying  Factory  Surgeon 
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G.  G.  Wray,  M.D.,  Ch.B.„  D.P.H. 

M.O.H.  Fulwood  U.D.C. 

G.N.  Corbdshley,  Cs.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A. 

J.  R.  Williams,  Cs.R.San.L,  (Nov.  1953). 
Dr.  Howard,  Penwortham. 

Dr.  Logan,  Leven  House,  Bamber  Bridge. 


County  Council  Services  in  the  Area 
Midwifery  Service 

Two  midwives  were  employed  wholetime  in  this  area.  Their  names,  addresses  and  telephone 
numbers  were :  — 

Mrs.  Dobbie,  Mrs.  M.  L.  E.  Moore, 

Chorley  Road,  16,  Lark  Avenue, 

Bamber  Bridge.  Penwortham. 

Tel.  85280.  Tel.  Preston  Priory  83434. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  these  midwives  was  not  available  and  the  extent  to  which 
the  expectant  mothers  of  the  district  use  their  services  can  only  be  surmised.  It  is  known  that  the 
desire  of  mothers  to  be  delivered  of  babies  in  hospitals  rather  than  at  home  shows  no  lessening. 

Ambulance  Service 

Two  ambulances  and  one  sitting  case  car  were  sited  in  the  station  which  is  part  of  the  Council 
Office  Buildings. 

The  vehicles  at  this  station  cover  an  area  including  that  of  the  Urban  District  and  portions  of 
the  surrounding  Rural  Districts.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  from  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  figures  to  indicate  the  number  of  patients  carried  from  this  district  but  some  400  per  month 
were  dealt  with  by  the  station. 

Domiciliary  Nursing  Service 

Three  nurses  were  employed  in  the  area  to  carry  out  the  important  duties  of  nursing  in  the 
homes.  No  information  could  be  obtained  of  the  extent  to  which  this  valuable  service  is  utilised 
nor  of  the  number  of  visits  made  by  the  nurses.  Doubtless  the  service  was  extensively  used. 
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Home  Help  Service 

This  service  supplies  personnel  to  assist  in  the  homes  by  carrying  out  domestic  duties  where 
the  householder  by  reason  of  age,  infirmity,  sickness  or  child-birth  requires  such  aid. 

Sixteen  women  living  in  this  area  were  available  to  carry  out  these  duties  but  apparently  each 
help  only  attended  an  average  of  one  home  per  month  in  this  district.  Their  services  were  not  con¬ 
fined  to  the  district  in  which  they  resided. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Meetings  were  held  fortnightly  at  the  School  Clinic,  Bamber  Bridge.  A  specialist  from  the 
Maternity  section  of  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  in  attendance  as  well  as  the  County  Council  Health 
Visitor  and  the  local  mid  wives.  Routine  inspections  and  examinations  were  made,  advice  given,  and 
treatment  where  necessary. 

Patients  requiring  further  treatment  were  referred  to  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  or  Sharoe  Green 
Hospital.  A  large  number  of  the  babies  were  born  in  hospital. 

Twenty-six  sessions  were  held,  117  mothers  attended  on  434  occasions. 

Post  natally,  mothers  attended  for  advice  or  treatment.  Fourteen  mothers  made  visits  on  16 
occasions  for  this  purpose. 

Dental  treatment  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  was  given  at  the  Clinic  by  the  School 
Dentist. 


Child  Welfare  Centres 

Two  Centres  were  held  in  this  district  during  the  year,  one  at  the  School  Clinic  in  Brindle 
Road,  and  the  other  at  the  Methodist  Sunday  School  at  Lostock  Hall.  The  Bamber  Bridge  Centre 
met  weekly  on  Thursday  afternoon  and  the  Lostock  Hall  Centre  fortnightly  on  Mondays. 

At  each  Centre  an  Assistant  Divisional  Medical  Officer  (Dr.  Cliffe)  and  a  Health  Visitor  (Miss 
Spencely,  Miss  Kenyon  or  Mrs.  Smith)  were  in  attendance. 

Each  baby  in  attendance  was  fully  examined  and  a  report  made  of  its  progress  and  state  of 
health.  This  report  card  follows  the  child  to  school,  so  a  continuous  history  of  its  progress  can  be 
maintained. 

Parents  attending  with  their  babies  received  advice  and  instruction  in  infant  care  and  manage¬ 
ment  and  simple  treatment  was  given  when  required.  Where  more  extensive  treatment  was  necessary 
the  babies  were  referred  to  hospital. 

During  the  year  the  attendances  were :  — 

Bamber  Bridge  Centre 

Individual  Children 

Under  1  year .  163 

1  to  2  years  ...  ...  36 

2  to  5  years  .  21 

The  centre  met  on  49  occasions. 

Lostock  Hall  Centre 

Individual  Children 

Under  1  year .  20 

1  to  2  years  ...  ...  69 

2  to  5  years  .  40 


Attendances 

1467 

210 

42 


Attendances 

29 

277 

80 
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The  number  of  births  in  the  district  in  1953  was  209.  Of  these  births  some  95  per  cent 
attended  one  or  other  centre  in  the  first  year  of  the  child’s  life.  A  small  proportion  of  those  in 
attendance  came  from  the  surrounding  Rural  Districts. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  such  continued  keen  interest  in  their  children’s  welfare  on 
the  part  of  the  parents  of  this  district,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  continued  low  rate  of  Infantile 
Mortality. 

Where  for  any  reason  the  parent  was  unable  to  attend  the  Centre,  the  Health  Visitors  visited 
the  homes  of  the  babies  or  where  it  was  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  treatment  recommended  was 
being  observed. 


School  Medical  Service 

Routine  medical  and  nursing  inspections  were  carried  out  at  each  school  in  the  district.  In 
addition,  inspections  were  made  at  the  School  Clinic  all  through  the  year  of  children  brought  by 
parents,  sent  by  teachers^  or  selected  at  the  schools  for  further  investigation.  The  School  Clinic  was 
thus  available  for  inspections  for  the  treatment  of  Minor  Ailments,  for  Dental  Treatment  and  for  the 
treatment  of  Eye  Defects. 

Minor  Ailments.  The  conditions  treated  were  skin  diseases.,  ear  diseases,  and  nose  and 
throat  conditions  at  sessions  of  the  clinic  held  on  Monday  and  Thursday  mornings.  School  children 
as  well  as  babies  under  school  age  received  treatment. 

Parents  accompanying  the  children  received  not  only  advice  upon  the  treatment  required  but 
also  upon  the  methods  of  child  management. 

116  children  of  school  age  attended  on  456  occasions. 

9  children  under  school  age  attended  on  9  occasions. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic.  Held  fortnightly  for  the  treatment  of  defective  vision  and  squint.  Dr. 
Plumb  of  the  Preston  Royal  Infirmary  was  in  charge  of  this  clinic  under  the  County  Council  Scheme 
of  treatment. 

In  1953  176  children  of  school  age  attended  on  298  occasions;  27  children  under  school  age 
attended  on  49  occasions. 

Twenty-one  sessions  were  held. 

Dental  Clinic.  Children  of  school  age  as  weU  as  those  under  school  age  were  in  attendance 
for  inspection,  for  conservative  treatment,  and  for  extractions. 

The  number  of  school  children  inspected  was  1,304. 

Of  these  807  were  referred  for  treatment,  732  were  treated  and  made  1,261  attendances  for 
this  purpose. 

43  children  under  school  age  attended  for  inspection,  43  were  treated  on  46  occasions. 

It  has  already  been  noted  that  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  also  received  treatment  when 
necessary.  (Mr.  Dewhurst  was  the  County  School  Dentist) . 

Orthopaedic  Clinic.  This  was  held,  as  in  past  years,  at  Leyland. 

Children  suffering  from  deformities  or  paralysis  were  referred  to  this  clinic.  The  fitting  of 
appliances,  splints,  and  plasters  was  part  of  the  work  carried  ouT  and  remedial  exercises  given  by 
the  Orthopaedic  Nurse  formed  another  part  of  the  useful  work.  An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  from  Man¬ 
chester  attended  monthly,  but  the  clinic  was  open  each  Monday  afternoon  for  continued  treatment. 
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Day  Nursery.  Opened  in  0)ttage  Lane,  Bamber  Bridge,  in  1951.,  was  fairly  well  used  by 
mothers  who  go  to  work  and  leave  their  young  children  there  during  working  hours. 

Three  age  groups :  — babies,  tweenies,  and  toddlers  were  accommodated. 

Infectious  disease  in  the  form  of  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Dysentery  hindered  the  work  of 
the  nursery.  There  was  accommodation  available  for  50  children,  and  the  average  daily  attendance 
would  appear  to  be  about  25. 

Special  Defects 

Blind  Children  were  sent  to  Henshaw’s  Blind  School  at  Manchester  or  to  the  Blind  School 
at  Liverpool,  according  to  the  age  of  the  child. 

Partially  Sighted  Children.  These  were  educated  at  the  Partially  Sighted  School  at 
Fulwood.  This  is  a  residential  school  with  a  few  day  boarders. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Children  received  their  education  at  the  Royal  Cross  School,  Preston.  This 
also  is  a  residential  school. 

Mentally  Deficient  Children,  after  certification,  became  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  possibility  of  admission  to  an  institution  was  a  remote  one.  The  waiting  list 
far  exceeds  the  number  of  vacancies.  The  higher  graded  types  remained  the  responsibility  of  the 
County  Council,  but  again  the  accommodation  available  was  very  limited.  The  proposed  Occupa¬ 
tion  Centre  at  Chorley  was  still  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Epileptic  Children  also  had  limited  accommodation  available. 

General  Diseases 

Emphasis  has  already  been  laid  at  the  commencement  of  this  report  upon  the  difficulty  of 
assessing  a  morbidity  rate  for  the  district. 

The  Local  Manager  of  the  National  Insurance  has,  however^  supplied  figures  relating  to  the 
insured  population  which  helps  to  cover  part  of  the  deficiency.  These  figures  give  the  number  of 
persons  reporting  sick  each  week  or  who  were  injured.  The  uninsured  population — school  age  and 
under,  the  aged  and  the  self-employed  are  not  included. 

A  table  below  shows  the  weekly  average  in  each  month  of  the  year :  — 

Average  number  of  new  claims  per  week  in:  — 


January 

Sickness 

57 

Injury 

2 

February 

67 

5 

March 

47 

3 

April 

44 

3 

May  ... 

35 

2 

June 

41 

2 

July 

27 

1 

August 

25 

2 

September 

52 

3 

October 

52 

2 

November  . . . 

37 

2 

December  . . . 

51 

5 

The  total  claims  for  sickness  benefit  for  the  year  were  2,305  and  for  injury  benefit  claims  were 


136. 
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In  January,  August  and  November  each  monthly  average  of  claims  was  more  than  in  1952. 

July  and  August,  the  holiday  months,  sho  wed  the  least  claims. 

The  average  number  of  days  each  claimant  was  absent  from  work  on  account  of  illness  wa$ 
approximately  30,  so  that  to  arrive  at  the  total  absent  from  work  in  any  week  the  average  numbei 
given  in  the  table  above  must  be  increased  four  times. 

The  graph  given  below,  prepared  by  Mr.  Corbishley,  shows  the  local  figures  of  sickness  in  the 
insured  population. 


In  an  ageing  population,  those  diseases  which  are  characteristic  of  the  declining  years  offer 
problems  of  the  disposal  of  aged  persons  when  sickness  overtakes  them.  The  hospitals  are  usually 
unable  to  deal  with  more  than  a  small  minority  of  the  cases  and  those  usually  the  most  urgent. 
Facilities  at  home  are  often  insufficient  to  supply  the  needs  of  those  who  require  nursing  attention. 
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Hospitals 

The  hospitals  available  for  patients  from  this  district  were  those  administered  by  the  Preston 
and  District  Hospitals  Management  Committee.  They  were:  — 

(1)  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

(2)  Sharoe  Green  Hospital. 

(3)  Chorley  Hospital. 

(4)  Eaves  Lane  Hospital,  Chorley. 

There  were  annexes,  belonging  to  this  group  of  hospitals  for  Continuation,  Convalescent,  or 
Specialised  treatment.  One  of  these — Lostock  Hall  Convalescent  Home — is  situated  in  this  district. 

All  the  hospitals  were  extensively  used,  for  out-patient  as  well  as  inpatient  treatment,  by 
persons  from  this  area,  though  the  extent  of  this  use  was  not  known  as  figures  of  attendances  or  lists 
of  diseases  were  not  available  nor  supplied  by  the  hospitals.  It  would,  therefore,  be  impossible  to 
give  even  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  illness  or  disability  for  which  these  hospitals 
cater. 

Sufferers  from  Malignant  Diseases  received  specialised  treatment  at  the  special  unit  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary  staffed  by  personnel  from  the  Chiistie  Hospital,  Manchester.  Radium,  X-ray,  Iso¬ 
tope  and  operative  treatments  were  available. 

Venereal  Diseases  were  treated  at  a  specialised  clinic  at  Preston  Royal  Infirmary. 

For  Maternity  cases  accommodation  was  av  ailable  in  maternity  blocks  or  beds  at  Preston 
Royal  Infirmary,  Chorley  Hospital  and  Eaves  Lane,  Chorley.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  clinics 
were  run  weekly  at  each  hospital. 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  Mount  Street,  Preston.  This  hospital  is  outside  the  National 
Scheme.  It  provides  beds  for  Medical,  Surgical,  Maternity  and  Special  cases.  It  is  fully  equipped 
with  X-Ray  and  other  diagnostic  apparatus. 


The  Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Diseases 

The  hospitals  to  which  patients  were  admitted  were:  — 

Deepda'le  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Preston. 

Heath  Charnock  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Chorley. 

Els  wick  Hospital  available  for  Smallpox. 

The  outbreaks  of  Measles  and  Scarlet  Fever  which  caused  so  many  cases  in  1952,  subsided  in 
1953,  though  the  former  persisted  well  into  the  year.  Both  diseases  continued  to  be  mild  in  type.  A 
few  children  had  second  attacks  of  Scarlet  Fever.  As  the  diagnosis  had  been  confirmed  in  each 
attack  it  can  only  be  surmised  that  the  antibiotics  used  in  treatment  prevented  an  acquired  immunity 
to  develop. 

Fifty-two  out  of  the  60  cases  notified  were  admitted  to  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  nor 
so  far  as  was  known  were  there  any  after-effects. 

There  were  two  cases  of  Poliomyelitis,  both  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Each  was  a 
young  child  with  a  partial  paralysis  in  a  leg. 

There  was  an  outburst  of  Sonne  Dysentery  in  the  Day  Nursery  which  dragged  out  for  many 
weeks  and  with  an  extension  to  a  few  homes  from  which  the  children  came.  This  outbreak  imposed 
much  additional  work  upon  the  Health  Staff  by  the  obtainment  of  specimens  and  their  conveyance  to 
the  laboratory. 
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The  two  outbursts  of  Food  Poisoning  have  already  been  discussed  in  the  earlier  pages  of  this 
report  at  some  length.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  the  end  of  rationing  the  quality  of  meat  available 
to  the  pie  makers  will  be  such  that  few  if  any  such  outbreaks  could  occur.  The  amount  of  work 
caused  by  these  outbreaks  caused  the  suspension  of  other  important  tasks  in  the  district.  Every 
canteen  was  visited  and  arrangements  made  for  the  immediate  reporting  of  any  case  of  sickness  likely 
to  be  due  to  food.  Several  such  cases  were  reported  and  fully  investigated.  All  the  kitchens  in  the 
canteens  were  reinspected.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  record  that  not  one  single  case  of  food 
poisoning  was  traced  to  any  of  the  canteens  in  this  district.  During  the  course  of  two  investigations 
into  the  cases  which  had  occurred,  many  cases  were  discovered  which  had  not  been  notified.  In¬ 
evitably  many  cases  were  reported,  which,  on  investigation  were  found  not  to  be  cases  of  food 
poisoning. 

“  Witch  hunting  ”  appears  to  be  a  characteristic  feature  of  enquiries  into  the  causes  of  Food 
Poisoning  in  the  search  for  carriers  of  the  organism  concerned.  Certainly  carriers  do  cause  such 
outbursts,  but  a  thorough  and  minute  investigation  into  the  ingredients  used  in  the  food  concerned 
and  the  handling  of  the  finished  products  will  often  reward  the  time  spent  on  the  investigation. 

However  perfect  the  machinery,  it  is  only  perfect  if  it  is  used  properly,  and  the  slightest  care¬ 
lessness  on  the  part  of  the  individual  using  the  machine  can  easily  produce  an  imperfect  product. 

The  thorough  washing  of  hands  after  every  visit  to  the  toilet  should  be  an  invariable  rule  in 
every  home,  kitchen,  canteen,,  bakehouse  or  food  shop  of  every  description.  This  rule  is  so  often 
broken  and  so  frequently  the  cause  of  food  poisoning.  Eternal  Vigilance  must  be  the  watchword  of 
all  engaged  in  the  production  of  food. 

Education  in  these  matters  is  much  needed  and  periodic  medical  examinations  of  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  production  of  cooked  foods  for  sale  to  the  public. 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  investigated  and  the  sources  of  infection  traced,  though 
in  many  cases  this  could  not  be  determined. 

In  St.  Aidan’s  School,  several  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  at  intervals  of  about  a  week. 
A  thorough  inspection  was  made  of  all  the  children  in  the  school  and  swabs  were  taken  of  certain 
children’s  throats.  Three  carriers  were  thus  found  and  excluded  from  school.  One  lived  on  a  milk 
tarm,  the  milk  was  voluntarily  pasteurised  and  all  the  children  on  the  farm  excluded.  After  treat¬ 
ment  negative  srwabs  were  obtained  and  the  children  allowed  to  return.  No  further  cases  occurred 
in  the  school. 

At  the  request  of  the  Management  of  two  Mills  in  this  district,  each  of  which  received  cotton 
thread  from  a  mill  in  East  Lancashire  where  Smallpox  had  occurred,  all  the  workpeople  were 
vaccinated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Total  Cases 
Notified 
all  ages 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

3  years 

5  years  10  years  15  years 

25  years 

45  years 

,  o  Total  Cases 
^  removed  to 
Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

...  60 

4 

9 

36 

9 

— 

2 

— 

— 

52 

Measles  ... 

...  147 

7 

31 

46 

61 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

...  19 

— 

3 

9 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

...  3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

2 

Sonne  Dysentery 

...  26 

— 

9 

9 

6 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

...  67 

— 

2 

1 

4 

4 

9 

18 

26 

3 

2 

TOTALS 

...  324 

7 

51 

74 

115 

15 

9 

22 

28 

3 

56 
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Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

This  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  delegated  by  them  to  the  Health  Division. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  in  1953  for  the  first  time  was  72  under  school  age  and  43 
of  school  age. 

The  number  of  children  who  received  a  reinforcement  dose  was  407. 

Possibly  some  children  may  have  been  immunised  privately,  but  there  were  no  records  of  these. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  immunisation  as  a  controlling  agent  against  outbreaks  of  Diphtheria 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  A  disease  which  before  the  recent  war  caused  thousands  of  deaths 
amongst  children  and  was  a  frequent  cause  of  serious  morbidity  in  others,  is  at  the  present  time 
practically  non-existent.  In  order  to  maintain  this  beneficent  state  of  affairs  it  is  essential  that  75% 
of  the  child  population  should  be  effectively  protected  by  immunisation. 

As  the  Registrar  General  no  longer  finds  it  convenient  to  supply  an  estimate  of  the  child 
population  of  the  district,  it  is  not  possible  to  give  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  this  district. 

Most  parents  appreciate  fully  the  benefits  of  immunisation  and  the  necessity  for  reinforcement 
of  the  protection  attained  in  babyhood  by  further  injections.  But  there  would  appear  to  be  a  certain 
amount  of  apathy  amongst  certain  parents  in  this  matter.  It  would  be  particularly  unfortunate  if 
a  position  gained  by  so  much  labour  on  the  part  of  Public  Health  Departments,  and  so  much  expendi¬ 
ture  of  public  money,  were  lost  and  that  devastating  disease  of  childhood — Diphtheria — once  more 
became  a  menace. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

This  also  was  a  County  Council  responsibility  administered  through  the  Health  Division.  In 
this  area  77  children  and  47  adults  were  successfully  vaccinated.  These  figures  represent  a  great 
improvement  upon  those  of  the  previous  year. 


Tuberculosis 

The  dispensary  for  patients  from  this  area  affected  by  this  group  of  diseases  was  at  Walton's 
Parade,  Preston.  This  Dispensary  was  the  property  of  the  County  Council  and  they  provided  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  in  attendance.  The  Medical  Staff  was  supplied  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board. 

Inspections,  examinations,  X-ray  examinations  and  treatment,  medical  treatment  and  light 
treatment  were  given  at  this  dispensary. 

In  1953  in  this  district  the  individual  cards  of  a  special  type  were  continued  for  each  patient 
on  the  Register. 

On  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  47  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  27  cases 
of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  compared  with  44  and  25  respectively  in  1952. 

There  were  12  notifications  in  the  year.,  9  Respiratory  and  3  non-Respiratoiy,  and  there  were 
5  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Disease. 
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The  table  below  gives  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  and  of  the  deaths. 


New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non-  Non- 

Respiratoiy  Respiratory  Respiratoiy 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0  . 

. . .  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

1  . 

. . .  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

2  . 

— 

— 

—  1 

—  — 

—  — 

5  . 

. . .  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

10  . 

...  ... 

•  •  » 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

15  . 

•  *  •  ... 

... 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

20  . 

1 

2 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

25  . 

1 

1 

1  — 

—  — 

— _  — 

35  . 

. . .  — 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

45  . 

2 

— 

—  1 

1  — 

—  — 

55  . 

1 

— 

—  — 

1  — 

—  — 

65  . 

1 

— 

-  - 

2  — 

-  - 

75  upwards  ... 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  1 

—  — 

Totals 

6 

3 

1  2 

4  1 

—  — 

' — 

I  '  ' 

' - , - ' 

— . - ' 

- — , - ' 

9 

3 

5 

— 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

The  severity  of  the  illness  caused  in  the  outbursts  of  Food  Poisoning  made  the  population  food 
conscious  and  definitely  apprehensive  for  a  time.  Many  complaints  were  received  in  consequence 
and  much  time  was  spent  in  the  investigations  into  these  complaints.  Most  of  these  investigations 
proved  fruitless,  but  every  one  was  fully  investigated.  The  effects  of  the  scare  however,  were  soon 
lost,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  educative  side  will  have  at  least  some  permanency. 

For  some  years  in  these  reports  the  value  of  education  in  the  handling  and  preparation  of  food 
has  been  stressed.  Every  endeavour  has  been  made  by  the  issue  to  shops  of  cards  of  the  danger  of 
contamination  from  animals,  by  the  issue  of  small  cards  to  be  affixed  to  all  W.C.s  in  factories,  mills 
and  canteens  warning  of  the  danger  of  not  cleansing  the  hands  after  the  use  of  the  toilet  and  by 
advice  to  all  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  food,  of  the  necessity  for  complete  personal  hygiene. 

Further  education  is  still  required  and  the  necessity  for  a  yearly  routine  medical  check-up 
of  all  food  handlers  more  apparent. 

Personal  hygiene  and  the  hygiene  of  food  handling  should  be  a  compulsory  subject  in  the 
schools  for  the  older  children — male  and  female.  Every  school  should  be  so  equipped  that  these 
lessons  can  be  learnt  practicably  and  there  should  not  be  bad  examples,  as  exist  at  present,  where 
such  lessons  would  be  lost. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  food  shops,  works  canteens  and  school  kitchens.  Most  of 
the  canteens  and  food  kitchens  at  the  factories  were  in  good  condition  and  were  well  run. 
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Milk  and  Milk  Production 

In  previous  reports  comments  were  made  upon  the  difficulties  caused  by  the  duality  of  control 
of  the  milk  supply.  Dual  control  can  rarely  be  satisfactory  and  much  of  the  good  work  put  into 
the  production  of  a  hygienic  milk  by  the  local  authorities  has  been  temporarily  obscured. 

Visits  to  the  farms  except  for  the  taking  of  samples  and  for  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have 
been  much  reduced  in  number. 

The  sampling  of  milk  has  continued  with  vigour  in  the  endeavour  to  obtain  a  bacteriologically 
pure  milk  and  to  be  free  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 

In  1953  there  were  64  dairy  farms  in  the  district  kept  by  a  similar  number  of  cowkeepers  and 
the  number  of  cows  was  approximately  1,200. 

The  number  of  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cowkeepers)  was  13,  (9  in  the  district,  the  rest 
outside) . 

The  number  of  dealers  licensed  to  distribute  T.T.  Milk  was  13  and  one  was  licensed  to  bottle  it. 

There  was  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  at  the  Milk  Marketing  Board’s  depot. 

Sixteen  dealers  were  licensed  to  distribute  pasteurised  milk  and  8  to  distribute  sterilised  milk. 

During  the  year  107  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bacteriological  tests. 
Of  these  71  were  satisfactory^  a  slightly  poorer  percentage  than  in  1952. 

Of  these  107  samples,  64  were  from  producers  in  the  area  and  43  from  outside  sources  and 
respectively  they  produced  48  and  25  satisfactory  samples,,  i.e.,  75%  and  58%. 

Twenty- three  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  examined  and  21  were  found  to  be  sufficiently 
heat  treated. 

One  sample  of  sterilised  milk  was  tested  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

All  the  samples  of  milk  pasteurised  at  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  were  found  to  be  satisfactory 
— a  quite  definite  improvement. 

All  the  samples  of  raw  milk  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  One  sample 
only  was  found  to  be  positive.  This  milk  was  produced  outside  the  district. 

All  the  pasteurised  samples  were  free  of  the  Bacillus  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  no  complaints  about  dirty  bottles  during  the  period  under  review. 

For  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  work  of  the  Department  over  the  past  years  the  summar¬ 
ised  tables  below  are  given :  — 

Raw  Milks 

Samples  taken  from  Producers  in  Samples  taken  from  Producers  outside 

the  District.  the  District. 

Satisfactory  '  T.B.  Satisfactory  T.B. 


Year 

No.  taken 

No. 

% 

present 

No.  taken 

No. 

9/ 

/o 

present 

19^  .... 

.  40  ... 

20  ... 

50.0 

...  2 

18  ... 

8 

...  44.4 

1 

1944  .... 

.  54  ... 

30  ... 

55.6 

...  0 

...  61 

21 

...  33.4 

...  6 

1945  .... 

.  37  ... 

21 

59.5 

...  0 

...  54  ... 

13 

...  25.0 

...  5 

1946  .... 

....  45  ... 

30  ... 

66.7 

1 

...  41 

15 

...  36.5 

...  4 

1947  .... 

.  61 

41 

66.7 

...  3 

...  55  ... 

26 

...  47.2 

...  3 

1948  .... 

.  95 

65  ... 

68.5 

...  5 

...  88  ... 

40 

...  45.4 

...  4 

1949  .... 

.  100  ... 

85  ... 

85.0 

1 

...  53  ... 

26 

...  49.0 

...  3 

1950  .... 

.  70  ... 

53  ... 

75.8 

1 

...  69  ... 

29 

...  39.3 

...  3 

1951  .... 

.  69  ... 

53  ... 

67.0 

...  3 

...  76  ... 

31 

...  40.7 

...  3 

1952  .... 

.  64  ... 

52  ... 

81.25 

...  3 

...  46  ... 

29 

...  63.0 

1 

1953  .... 

.  64  ... 

48  ... 

75.0 

0 

...  43  ... 

25 

...  58.0 

1 

TOTAL  . 

.  699  ... 

498  ... 

68.27 

...  19 

...  604  ... 

263 

...  43.8 

...  34 
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Pasteurised  Milks 


Number  Efficiently  Heat  Treated 


Year  Taken  Number  % 

1943  11  ...  11  ...  100 

1944  19  ...  19  ...  100 

1945  13  ...  13  ...  100 

1946  14  ...  14  ...  100 

1947  12  ...  12  ...  100 

1948  14  ...  14  ...  100 

1949  15  ...  15  ...  100 

1950  21  ...  21  ...  100 

1951  27  ...  27  ...  100 

1952  .  36  ...  34  ...  94.5 

1953  .  23  ...  21  ...  91.3 


TOTAL  .  205  ...  201  ...  98.7 


One  sample  of  sterilised  Satisfactory  (not  included  above). 


Milk  in  Schools  Scheme 

All  the  schools  in  the  area  received  supplies  of  milk  each  school  day.  Practically  all  of  this 
milk  was  heat  treated. 

Samples  taken  of  these  milks  were  tested  and  found  to  be  free  from  the  Tubercle  Bacillus. 


Tuberculosis  Order, 1938 

One  sample  of  milk  only  was  found  to  contain  the  Tubercle  Bacillus.  This  was  reported  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  As  the  result  of  investiga¬ 
tions  at  the  farm  concerned,  one  cow  was  slaughtered  under  the  Act  and  the  herd  afterwards 
pronounced  free  of  infection. 


Ice  Cream 

As  in  past  years,  supervision  was  exercised  over  the  bacteriological  purity  of  ice  cream  manu¬ 
factured  or  sold  in  the  district.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  imposed  upon  the  staff  by  the 
investigations  and  control  of  the  outbreaks  of  Food  Poisoning  a  fewer  number  of  samples  of  ice  cream 
were  taken  for  examination. 

All  the  six  establishments  in  the  district  manufacturing  ice  cream  were  visited  regularly  and 
advice  given  where  necessary. 

There  were  10  retailers  selling  loose  ice  cream  and  34  selling  wrapped.  Nine  manufacturers 
outside  the  district  supplied  ice  cream  to  the  district. 
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The  table  below  shows  the  results  of  the  samples  taken:  — 


Wrapped  Ice  Cream 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

Ice  Lollies 

Month 

Number 

taken  1 

Grade 

2  3 

Number 

4  taken 

1 

Grade 

2  3 

Number 

4  taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

April 

...  5  3 

1 

1 

—  1 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

— 

May 

...  3  3 

— 

— 

—  1 

1 

— 

— 

—  2 

2 

June 

.  .  .  -  - 

July 

...  2  2 

— 

— 

—  1 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

August 

...  3  — 

3 

— 

—  4 

3 

1 

— 

—  3 

3 

Totals 

...  13  8 

4 

1 

—  7 

5 

2 

— 

—  5 

5 

These  results  were  similar  to  those  of  1952. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 

No  cows  or  sheep  were  slaughtered  in  the  area  in  1953.  Fourteen  pigs  were  slaughtered  by 
private  consumers. 

Notice  of  slaughter  was  given  and  the  carcases  inspected. 

There  were  nine  pigs  slaughtered  for  Swine  Fever. 


Condemnation  of  Food  Unfit  for  Human  Consumption 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Tinned  Meats  . 

1 

2 

17 

5 

Tinned  Fruit  . 

— 

2 

25 

6 

Tinned  Vegetables  . 

— 

— 

16 

— 

Tinned  Fish  . 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Carcase  and  processed 

Meats  (Sausage,  etc.) 

6 

1 

12 

8 

Total  for  year  . . . 

8 

3 

15 

14 

All  these  were  surrendered  voluntarily. 


Food  8C  Drugs  Acts,  1938-1950 

The  County  Council  is  the  authority  responsible  for  the  administration  of  these  Acts.  Samples 
were  taken  by  the  Sampling  Officer  of  the  County  Public  Health  Department  assisted  by  Mr. 
Corbishley. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  supplied  the  following  figures. 

A  total  of  106  samples  was  obtained;  of  these  72  were  of  milk  and  the  34  others  comprised:  — 

3  Sponge  cake  and  sponge  pudding  mixture  1  Devon  cream  canned 

1  Milk  of  Magnesia  1  Tincture  of  Iodine 

2  Pickles  1  Oil  of  Almonds 

1  Salt  3  Currants 
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2  Plain  Flour  2  Ice  Cream 

1  Coffee  and  chicoiy  essence  liquid  2  Sultanas 

sweetened  4  Parrish’s  chemical  food 

1  Coffee  and  chicory  essence  5  Liquid  paraffin 

2  Mustard  compound  1  Custard  powder 

1  French  mustard 


All  the  above  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be  genuine  with  the  exception 
of  the  following:  — 


Sample 

1  Liquid  paraffin 


Result  of  Analysis  Action  taken. 

Did  not  comply  with  B.P.  test  for  limit  of  Further  sample  obtained 
carbonisable  substances.  from  same  stock. 


1  Parrish’s  chemical  food  Should  be  labelled  “  Chemical  Food  B.P.  Packers  communicated 

1948.”  Stated  to  be  a  compound  syrup  of  with, 
hypophosphates.  Whereas  it  should  read 
”  compound  S5rrup  of  phosphates.” 


Water  Supply 

As  usual  Mr.  Whittle,  the  Water  Engineer,  has  supplied  a  detailed  report,  which  is  appended, 
upon  matters  affecting  the  supply  of  water  to  this  area. 

No  further  information  is  yet  available  of  the  investigations  into  the  usefulness  of  Fluorides 
added  to  water  in  the  prevention  of  dental  decay. 

The  chemical  analyses  of  each  source  of  the  water  supplied  were  satisfactory.  There  was  no 
plumbo-solvent  action.  Nitrites  and  nitrates  were  present  in  minute  quantities  only  and  free  Chlorine 
was  absent.  There  was  a  small  residuum  of  combined  Chlorine. 

Seven  bacteriological  tests  were  made.  All  were  entirely  satisfactory.  One  sample  from  a 
private  well  supply  was  found  to  be  contaminated. 

Drains  and  Sewerage 

The  district  was  well  sewered  except  for  small  areas  on  the  outskirts.  Some  of  the  sewers 
with  the  increased  number  of  houses  were  found  to  be  too  small  in  times  of  heavy  rainfall  and  a 
certain  amount  of  backing  up  was  experienced.  The  sewage  works  originally  designed  to  serve  a 
much  smaller  population  was  overloaded.  The  effluent  discharged  into  a  tidal  portion  of  the  river. 

Under  the  new  Rivers  Pollution  Act,  the  character  of  the  effluent  discharged  into  tidal  waters 
is  subject  to  control  and  the  number  of  new  houses  built  in  recent  years  had  added  to  the  problem. 
In  1953  127  new  houses  were  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

The  extensions  to  the  sewers,  the  provision  of  new  sewers,  the  replacement  of  old  ones  and  the 
extension  of  the  existing  works  or  the  provision  of  new  ones  have  been  discussed  at  the  IMinistry  in 
the  period  under  review.  The  discussions  were  not  complete  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  there 
appeared  to  be  reasonable  prospects  of  all  these  matters  being  put  in  order. 

One  source  of  nuisance  and  indeed  of  disease  in  past  years  was  determined  in  1953 — ^the  foul 
ditch  at  Prospect  Avenue  was  piped  and  covered  over. 
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Thus  an  unsightly  watercourse,  one  which  for  years  constituted  a  Public  Health  nuisance  and 
a  definite  danger  to  the  children  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  and  frequently  played  in  it  has  at 
last  been  completely  obliterated. 

Thirteen  years  have  passed  since  first  it  was  recommended  to  close  this  ditch,  when  an  out¬ 
burst  of  Scarlet  Fever  of  a  severe  type  had  occurred  amongst  the  children  living  in  the  houses 
adjoining  the  ditch. 


Qoset  Accommodation 

During  the  year  there  were  9  conversions  to  water  closets — 6  from  waste  water  closets  and  3 
from  pail  closets. 


The  table  below  analyses  the  position  and  indicates  the  great  improvement  which  has  been 
made  in  the  past  forty  years. 


1910 

1918 

1939 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

No.  of  privy  closets  . 

621 

255 

26 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

No.  of  pail  closets . 

1093 

973 

165 

139 

123 

111 

106 

103 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  ... 

345 

327 

264 

211 

196 

172 

143 

137 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets . 

694 

1267 

3670 

4010 

4101 

4208 

4318 

4627 

No.  of  houses  with  dry  ashpits 

1499 

994 

51 

49 

47 

47 

46 

46 

No.  of  houses  with  ashpails  ... 

1058 

1632 

4012 

4302 

4362 

4421 

4486 

4613 

Public  Cleansing 

The  increased  number  of  houses  in  the  area  added  to  this  work.  Motor  vehicles  were  used 
entirely  for  this  service.  The  house  refuse  was  disposed  of  on  the  Council’s  tip  by  the  controlled 
system.  The  additional  land  required  for  the  extension  of  this  tip  has  now  been  obtained;  work 
upon  it  had  been  started  in  1953. 

The  details  of  the  work  undertaken  by  this  service  and  the  amount  of  salvage  collected  will  be 
found  in  Mr.  Corbishley’s  Report  which  is  appended. 


Sanitary  Inspections 

The  number  of  inspections  increased  in  1953  to  3,157  as  compared  with  2,219  in  1952.  The 
increase  was  partially  accounted  for  by  the  outbursts  of  Food  Poisoning.  In  the  course  of  these 
visits  297  defects  or  nuisances  were  discovered  and  of  these  231  were  abated.  Informal  notices  to 
the  number  of  245  were  issued  and  3  formal. 

Under  the  Shops  Acts,  1950,  17  shops  were  inspected  for  the  County  Council. 

The  visits  for  investigation  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and  cases  of  Food  Poisoning 
numbered  887. 

Additionally  349  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  survey  for  the  Smoke  Abatement  joint 
meeting  and  for  abatement  of  smoke  emission. 

The  number  of  visits  to  houses  for  housing  defects  was  1„265  and  the  number  of  houses 
visited  1,124. 


Bakehouses 

All  the  bakehouses  were  inspected  during  the  year.  Any  defects  found  were  remedied  as  a 
result  of  these  visits.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  formal  action  to  remedy  any  defect. 
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Factories 

Visits  were  made  to  factories  and  mills  in  the  district  in  connection  with  the  canteens,  sanitary 
arrangements,  general  repairs  and  smoke  abatement. 

Excellent  co-operation  was  experienced  and  a  willingness  to  install  any  improvements 
suggested.  In  all,  28  inspections  and  visits  were  made. 

Playing  Fields 

These  were  available  in  Higher  Walton,  Lostock  Hall,  Gregson  Lane,  Walton-le-Dale  and 
Bamber  Bridge.  All  were  well  used  particularly  by  the  younger  members  of  the  community. 

Housing  and  Housing  Conditions 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  in  1953  was  121.  Of  these  46  were  erected 
by  the  Council,  and  49  by  private  enterprise.  In  addition  the  Council  erected  26  flats. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  housing  list  was  approximately  250,  which  was  similar  to  that 
of  1952. 

The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  was :  — ^on 
the  Meanygate  site  44  houses,  and  on  Withy  Trees  31  houses. 

On  Cinnamon  Hill  site  houses  were  still  in  course  of  erection  by  private  enterprise. 

The  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  defects  during  the  year  was  1,124,  necessitating 
1,265  visits. 

Fourteen  premises,  4  Council  houses,  9  others  and  1  School  were  found  to  be  infested  and  all 
of  these  were  successfully  disinfected. 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  for  Infectious  and  other  diseases  was  85. 

There  were  4  caravans  in  the  district.  These  were  licensed  on  individual  application  for  tem- 
poraiy  periods  of  twelve  months. 


Private  Streets 

There  were  no  private  streets  made  up  in  1953. 

Schools 

There  were  eleven  schools  in  the  area.  One  of  the  propK)sed  new  schools  may  become  a 
practical  proposition  in  the  near  future.  Many  of  the  existing  schools  are  old  and  though  satisfactory 
for  ventilation  and  light,  lack  many  of  the  hygienic  facilities  which  should  provide  a  practical 
exposition  of  the  needs  of  cleanliness. 

All  the  schools  are  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

Most  of  the  schools  were  visited  during  the  year  and  the  School  Kitchen  at  Lostock  Hall 
several  times. 

Smoke  Abatement  Act 

The  difficulties  experienced  by  industry  in  the  War  period  and  in  the  years  following  the  war 
have  been  largely  resolved  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  poor  quality  of  coal. 

There  would  therefore  not  appear  to  be  any  reason  or  excuse  for  industry  not  to  put  its  house 
in  order  with  respect  to  the  control  of  its  smoke  effluents.  Even  the  coal  supplied  to  industrial  works, 
which  in  past  years  left  much  to  be  desired,  showed  considerable  improvement. 
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Strict  observations  therefore,  were  made  of  all  the  sources  of  heavy  smoke  emission  in  the 
district  throughout  the  year. 

Visits  were  made  to  those  establishments  where  observations  showed  that  insufficient  care  was 
being  taken  with  stoking  and  the  other  causes  of  heavy  smoke.  Plates  were  used  in  various  parts  of 
the  district  to  check  upon  the  emission  of  grit  which  at  times  was  heavy. 

A  report  was  accordingly  made  to  the  Council  upon  these  matters  and  as  a  result  a  decision 
was  made  to  invite  surrounding  authorities  to  a  joint  meeting  to  discuss  the  whole  problem  of  Smoke 
Abatement. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  presented  a  paper  on  this  question  to  the  meeting  which  was 
held  in  October,  1953. 

The  meeting  decided  to  recommend  all  authorities  to  join  the  National  Smoke  Abatement 
Society  and  to  ask  the  County  Council  to  insert  a  clause  in  any  future  County  Council  Act  empower¬ 
ing  all  County  Districts  to  declare  "  Smokeless  Zones  "  either  in  their  own  areas  or  in  conjunction 
with  adjoining  authorities. 

The  recommendations  presented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  meeting  were  as 
follows :  — 

1 —  Stringent  regulations  on  a  national  basis  must  be  made  at  once  to  control  this  position  and  this 
nuisance.  Steadily  the  position  worsens  and  the  feeble  regulations  made  by  Parliament  have  done 
nothing  to  control  it.  Our  dirty  cities  and  towns  are  a  disgrace  and  atmospherically  we  have  sunk 
into  slum  conditions.  Naturally  we  should  concentrate  first  on  our  large  collections  of  popula¬ 
tion,  but  it  must  be  stressed  that  it  is  a  national  problem  and  it  must  have  a  national  solution. 

2 —  Every  local  sanitary  authority  must  be  allowed  to  declare  itself,  or  part  of  itself  a  smokeless  zone 
with  the  consent  of  the  Minister.  Additionally  each  authority  should  be  authorised  to  combine 
with  adjacent  authorities  to  declare  a  combined  smokeless  zones. 

3 —  Local  authorities  should  be  authorised  to  assist  financially  householders  to  obtain  suitable  modern 
efficient  heating  and  cooking  appliances,  and  50%  of  this  assistance  should  be  borne  by  the 
Exchequer. 

4 —  Industry  must  be  prepared  to  fit  more  and  better  appliances  designed  to  produce  a  vastly 
improved  smoke  effluent. 

5 —  Byelaws  to  control  industrial  smoke  must  be  made  much  more  stringent  with  heavier  penalties 
for  infringement.  Black  smoke  at  any  time  must  be  forbidden  (Black  smoke  is  a  sign  of  loss 
of  efficiency  showing  a  heat  loss  of  some  15%).  The  Exchequer  must  be  prepared  to  aid  industry 
in  these  efforts. 

6 —  There  must  be  no  exceptions  to  these  byelaws.  Railways  must  be  made  to  toe  the  line  and  get 
rid  of  their  heavy  engine  smoke.  Steamboats  also  must  conform. 

7 —  ^Stokers  must  be  more  adequately  trained  and  placed  on  a  better  basis.  Refresher  courses  should 
be  compulsory. 

8 —  Exhaust  gases  from  petrol  engines  and  diesel  engines  must  be  more  efficiently  controlled.  Black 
smoky  vapour  should  be  forbidden  at  any  time  under  penalties  for  infringement. 

9 —  Regulations  must  be  made  to  ensure  that  all  new  houses  are  fitted  with  efficient  appliances  for 
heating  and  cooking.  Property  repaired  as  the  result  of  local  authority  action  should  be  governed 
by  the  same  regulations. 
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10 — The  householder’s  duty  is  plain.  He  must  replace  his  inefficient  grates  and  fires  with  better 
appliances.  The  use  of  gas  and  electricity  for  cooking  and  heating  should  be  encouraged  by 
much  lower  prices  than  the  present  excessive  ones,  and  instruments  using  these  sources  of  heat 
should  be  free  of  tax  and  much  cheaper  in  price.  Smokeless  fuel  should  be  used  instead  of 
coal.  It  must  be  provided  in  greater  quantities  and  at  lower  prices. 

A  survey  made  of  Brownedge  Road  district  was  presented  to  the  meebiig  to  indicate  the 
number  of  out  of  date  appliances  it  would  be  necessary  to  replace  in  order  to  conform  to  a  ''  Smoke¬ 
less  Zone  ”  definition. 

The  whole  problem  of  smoke  and  fog  cannot  be  defined  in  terms  of  industrial  smoke  only, 
but  must  be  considered  in  even  greater  degree  as  one  of  the  domestic  chimney. 

This  problem  has  been  in  existence  since  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II  (ref.  Evelyn’s  Diary), 
and  it  has  been  an  increasing  one  since  that  period. 

It  is  an  obvious  problem  and  the  remedy  is  there  for  all  to  see  but  nothing  is  done  about  it 
in  spite  of  sickness,  mortality,  great  financial  loss  and  destruction  of  historic  buildings. 

The  clarion  call  should  be  “  Wake  up  England  and  dispel  your  clouds.” 


New  Legislation  in  1953 

The  Cream  and  use  of  Milk  (Revocation)  Order,  1953. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1953. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  (Amendment)  RegulationSk,  1953. 
Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases)  Regulations,  1953. 

Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1953. 


Reports  Appended 

(1)  Report  of  Mr.  Corbishley,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(2)  Report  of  Mr.  Race,  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 

(3)  Report  of  Mr.  Whittle,  Water  Engineer. 

Herewith  I  should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy  extended  to  me  by  all 
Members  of  the  Council  and  for  their  support. 

To  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Departmen  t  grateful  acknowledgment  of  their  good  work, 
loyalty  and  co-operation. 

To  all  the  Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  help  I  wish  to  tender  my  thanks. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  G.  WRAY. 


June,  1954. 
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CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

for  the  Year  1953 

To  the  Chaimran  and  Members  of  the  Walton-le-Dale  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  in  preparing  and  submitting  to  you  the  following  report  for  1953. 

In  preparing  a  report  on  the  work  carried  out  and  the  improvements  made  in  environmental 
sanitation  during  the  course  of  twelve  months  one  has  to  cast  one's  mind  back  and  examine  the 
position  as  a  whole.  It  is  well  to  compare  the  results  with  those  of  a  previous  year  and  although 
figures  and  tables  prepared  each  year  do  show  either  a  rise  or  fall  in  inspection  and  achievements 
made  it  sometimes  does  not  show  the  true  position  especially  when  a  severe  outbreak  of  food  poison¬ 
ing  occurs  where  by  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  the  investigations  takes  a  large  slice  out  of  the  time 
alloted  for  other  duties.  1953  has  been  one  of  those  years  where  due  to  food  poisoning  and  dysentery 
outbreaks,  a  considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  at  the  expense  of  other  work.  Such  matters  as 
routine  shops,  schools,  and  factory  inspections  were  reduced  and  some  of  these  premises  were  not 
visited  at  aU.  Nevertheless  in  spite  of  these  setbacks,  one  can  look  with  satisfaction  on  the  work 
done  by  the  Sanitary  Department  during  the  year.  The  figures  and  tables  showing  statistics  are 
again  set  out  similar  to  last  year. 


1.  General, 

Water  Supply  .  35 

Drainage  497 

Piggeries  23 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rodent  Control  36 

Atmospheric  Pollution .  ...  349 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Refuse  Disposal  116 

Shops  .  17 

Tents,  Vans  &  Sheds  .  8 

Drains  Tested  .  12 

Closet  Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

Reinspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

2.  Housing. 

Inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts .  114 

Inspected  under  Housing  Acts  .  81 

Filthy  or  verminous  dwellings .  22 

Housing  Applicants  .  19 

3.  Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  .  887 

Miscellaneous  visits  into  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  .  86 
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4.  Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

Pig  carcases  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Canteens  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Milk — ^bacteriological  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  84 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  food  visits  .  19 


Closet  Conversions 

The  work  of  converting  waste  water  and  pail  closets  has  not  proceeded  at  the  same  pace  as  in 
previous  years.  Only  3  pail  closets  and  6  waste  water  closets  were  so  dealt  with  but  in  4  other 
instances  owners  undertook  the  conversion  of  those  closets  at  their  own  homes  without  seeking  the 
Council’s  assistance  and  claiming  half  the  cost  which  they  could  have  obtained  under  section  47 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

The  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 

Water  Closets  .  4627  Pail  Closets  .  103 

Waste  Water  Closets  ...  137  Privy  Closets  .  2 


Summary  of  Notices  served  and  defects  remedied  in 


Notices  served 

Fonnal 

Informal 


Complied  with 
3 

245 


compliance  with  preliminary  notices. 
Outstanding 
at  31/12/53 

46 


Totals  248 


46 


Gutters  made  good  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Roofs  and  rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sinks  and  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Floors  repairs  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Yard  walls  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Perished  pointing  to  window  reveals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plasterwork  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

House  walls  repointed .  1 

Doors  repaired .  7 

Drains  repaired  or  relaid  .  180 

Dustbins  renewed  .  6 

Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  .  1 

Miscellaneous  defects .  4 


Total  defects  remedied 


231 
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Housing. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Government  issued  a  White  Paper  on  Housing  Repairs  and 
suggested  amendments  to  the  Rents  Act. 

This  timely  move  by  the  Government  gave  to  Local  Authorities  and  Officials  the  long  awaited 
opportunity  to  consider  assessing  the  position  in  their  districts  and  although  no  action  can  be  taken 
before  the  recommendations  become  law  one  can  see  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  the  past  inactive 
period. 

I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  commencing  a  “  Rapid  Survey  of  the  district  in  order  to 
acquire  some  indication  of  the  size  of  the  problem  as  to  repair,  reconditioning  and  demolition  ol 
houses  in  the  area.  It  is  expected  that  the  information  will  give  the  number  of  houses  which  are 
considered  to  be  entirely  fit  and  can  be  generally  forgotten  apart  from  general  nuisances.  The 
number  of  houses  which  require  repairing  up  to  a  value  of  £100 — £200,  the  houses  which  require 
major  repair  and  reconditioning  and  the  houses  which  should  be  demolished.  Once  this  information 
has  been  obtained  a  plan  of  action  assessed  on  the  number  of  years  it  is  likely  to  take,  can  be  put 
into  operation. 


Drainage. 

It  will  be  noted  that  considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  drainage  work  at  various  dwellings 
and  business  premises.  Where  notification  is  received  of  a  choked  drain  every  effort  is  made  to 
remove  the  stoppage  by  ''  plunging  "  or  rodding  from  an  inspection  chamber  within  24  hours. 
Where  this  is  not  possible  the  owner  is  contacted  and  arrangements  made  to  obtain  a  contractor  to 
open  the  drain,  clear.,  and  if  necessary  effect  a  repair. 


Rodent  Control. 

Due  to  maintained  efforts  during  previous  years  the  problem  of  rodent  infestation  has  been 
considerably  reduced.  All  business  premises  and  dwelling  houses  where  a  complaint  is  received,  are 
visited,  and  where  any  infestation  is  found,  treated  by  the  methods  advocated  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  It  was  necessary  to  treat  38  dwellings,  13  business  premises,  and  over 
250  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  Agricultural  property  and  where 
an  infestation  existed  the  owner  advised  to  take  out  a  contract  for  extermination  with  the  County 
Agricultural  Committee. 

The  introduction  of  a  new  poison  ''  Warfarin  ''  now  firmly  established  as  an  effective  poison, 
has  eased  the  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator  who  is  employed  part-time  on  this  work  about  2  days 
each  week.  The  annual  test  baiting  of  sewers  was  carried  out  again  and  a  small  infestation  was 
found  to  exist  in  one  part  of  the  district. 


Food  Inspection. 

An  important  aspect  of  a  Sanitary  Official's  duties  concerns  the  protection  of  the  public  in 
regard  to  the  food  which  they  consume.  All  food  which  is  offered  or  exposed  for  sale  must  be  in  a 
sound  and  wholesome  condition.  Powers  exist  for  food  which  is  not  up  to  this  standard  to  be  seized 
and  taken  before  a  magistrate  for  condemnation.  Due  to  co-operation  by  shopkeepers  and  whole¬ 
sale  supphers  it  was  not  necessary  to  deal  in  this  way  with  the  food  listed  below,  although  it  was 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  purveyors  voluntarily  surrendered  it  to  us  for  des¬ 
truction  and  a  certificate  given  in  return,  enabled  them  to  obtain  credit  from  the  firm  who  supplied  it. 


Number 


Description 

of  tins 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

ozs. 

Tinned  Meat  ... 

20 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

17 

5 

Tinned  Fruit  ... 

72 

•  »  • 

— 

2 

25 

6 

Tinned  Vegetables 

10 

•  «  * 

— 

— 

16 

— 

Tinned  Fish . 

3 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

_ — 

11 

Carcase  and  Processed  Meats  . 

— 

•  •  • 

6 

1 

12 

8 

TOTAL  ... 

105 

•  •  • 

8 

3 

15 

14 

Carcase  and  Processed  Meats  Included 
190  lbs.  of  Black  Puddings 
360  lbs.  of  Pork  Sausage. 

47  lbs.  of  Bacon. 

Slaughter  of  pigs  for  private  consumption  under  Ministry  of  Food  licence  was  carried  out  at 
10  premises.  Notification  of  slaughter  was  received  in  each  case  and  an  inspection  of  the  carcase 
was  made  for  evidence  of  disease.  This  procedure  enables  the  owner  to  be  satisfied  that  the  meat  is 
sound  and  wholesome  before  being  consumed. 

One  pig’s  pluck  was  found  to  be  slightly  affected  with  Tuberculosis  and  the  owner  was  advised 
to  dispose  of  it  by  burning. 


Milk  and  Ice  Cream 

Regular  sampling  of  these  important  foods  has  continued  during  the  year  and  it  is  gratifying 
to  see  the  improvements  achieved  in  the  purity,  especially  since  1946. 

The  standard  of  premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  has  steadily  improved.  There 
are  now  no  producers  in  the  district  making  this  product  by  the  ''  cold  ”  method.  All  cream  is 
pasteurised  before  freezing.  More  ice  cream  is  made  into  blocks  and  wrapped  prior  to  sale.  This 
ensures  that  the  product  is  sold  to  the  public  in  a  purer  condition  than  if  it  was  sold  loose.  A  total 
of  5  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises. 


Disinfections. 

All  premises  where  Infectious  Disease  occurred  other  than  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were 
disinfected  with  formalin  either  after  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital  or  terminal  disinfection  where 
the  patient  was  nursed  at  home. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  number  of  premises  and  articles  dealt  with. 

Dwellings  .  85 

Parcels  of  Bedding  . 912 

Beds  104 

Books  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

In  addition,  5  beds  and  5  parcels  of  bedding  were  destroyed  at  the  request  of  occupiers  after 
the  death  of  a  relative. 
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Vermincms  Premises 

The  number  of  verminous  premises  treated  during  the  year,  showed  a  decrease  upon  the 
previous  year,  as  13  against  14  in  1952,  in  no  instance  was  any  serious  infestation  encountered.  One 
school  was  also  treated  for  cockroach  infestation. 

The  bulk  of  this  work  was  again  confined  to  the  eradication  of  the  cockroach  and  ant,,  treatment 
included  the  use  of  insecticides,  both  liquid  and  powder. 

Other  vermin  dealt  with  included  bed-bugs  and  fleas,  although  the  work  entailed  in  the  dis¬ 
infestation  of  premises  from  these  vermin,  was  small  in  comparison  with  the  former. 

In  all  cases,  re-visits  are  made,  and  where  necessary,  further  treatments  carried  out,  until  the 
complete  eradication  of  vermin  is  assured. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

There  are  86  registered  factories  in  the  district,  80  mechanical  factories  and  6  non-mechanical 
factories. 

The  following  table  give  in  detail  the  number  of  visits  and  notices  served  to  remedy  defects 
found  in  course  of  inspection  of  the  various  factories  in  the  district :  — 


No.  on 

No.  of 

Notices 

Factories 

Register 

Inspections 

Served 

Mechanical 

80 

6 

— 

Non-mechanical 

6 

20 

2 

86 

26 

2 

Defects 

Defects 

Referred 
by  H.M. 

Particulars 

found 

remedied 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences:  — 

(a)  Unsuitable 

(b)  Not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

(d)  Other  offences  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Public  Cleansing 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Collection. 

The  re-arrangement  of  the  service  carried  out  during  1952  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 
The  three  districts  each  with  their  own  team  complete  the  collection  of  the  trade  and  household 
refuse  within  the  week  although  difficulty  is  beginning  to  assert  itself  now  that  private  building  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  expand.  Siting  and  control  of  these  buildings  by  the  Planning  Authorities  has  brought  its  prob¬ 
lems.  These  in  my  opinion  are  never  seriously  considered.  Houses  are  built  at  excessive  distances  from 
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the  road  set  back  some  30  or  40  yards  in  order  to  cater  for  possible  street  widening  in  the  future.  The 
'‘haul”  by  the  refuse  collector  of  the  dustbin  from  the  back  of  the  house  to  the  vehicle  can,  and  is  in 
many  cases,  over  100  yards,  so  with  two  journe5^s  to  each  house  for  one  dustbin,  some  400  yards  are 
travelled  by  one  man.  A  worse  feature  of  the  so-called  modern  planning  is  the  approval  of  plans  of 
housing  estates  with  cul-de-sacs  containing  up  to  20  houses  without  a  proper  carriageway  for  the 
passage  of  vehicles.  The  ”  haul  ”  in  some  of  these  cases  is  over  150  yards  and  the  time  taken  to 
collect  the  refuse  fromi  20  such  houses  takes  longer  than  the  collection  from  60  or  80  terraced  type. 


Disposal. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  an  excellent  site  for  disposing  of  refuse  by  the  ”  Controlled  Tip¬ 
ping  ”  method  at  Hennel  Lane,  Lostock  Hall.  Thhis  tip  has  been  in  use  for  the  past  20  years  and  it 
has  now  been  possible  to  rent  a  further  acres  to  enable  us  to  continue  with  disposal  for  approxi¬ 
mately  a  further  20  years. 

Salvage. 

The  receipts  from  the  sale  of  salvage  have  been  similar  to  last  year.  Prices  for  paper  and 
textiles  have  remained  steady. 

There  is  a  possibility  that  waste  paper  prices  will  rise  slightly  during  the  coming  year,  but 
this  depends  upon  supply  and  demand  position  for  the  finished  cardboard  and  paper  products. 


Summary  of 

Year  Ending  31st  March,  1954:  — 

Gross  Expenditure 
Gross  Income  ... 

Nett  Expenditure  . 

Population 

No.  of  Houses  Scavenged  ... 

Nett  Ann.  Cost  per  1,000  Houses  ... 
Nett  Cost  Per  House  Per  Week 


Analysis 

£  s.  d. 

.  9,681  0  0 

.  2,331  0  0 

.  7,350  0  0 

14,870 

4,745 

.  1,549  0  0 

•  ...  ...  —  —  7. Id. 


Comparative  Cost  of  House  Refuse  Collection  for  the  Years  1922,  1942  and  1952. 


Year 

1923 

1943 

1953 

No .  of  Houses  Scavenged 

2,823 

4,126 

4,745 

Gross  Cost  of  Service 

...  £2,205 

£4,044 

£9,681 

Salvage  and  other  credits  ... 

Nil 

£1,158 

£2,331 

Nett  cost  of  Service . 

...  £2,205 

£2,886 

£7,350 

Wages  of  house  refuse  collectors  and  motor  drivers. 

Collectors  weekly  . £2.  Os.Od.  £3.  6s.9d.  £6.14s.0d. 

Drivers  weekly  . £2.165.0d.  £4.  Os.Od.  £6.19s.0d. 
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Collection  and  Sales  of  Salvage. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tonnage  and  materials  sold,  and  the  amounts  received  for 
Salvage  during  the  year  1952:  — 


Bedes 

Ts.  Cwts. 

qrs.  lbs. 

£  s. 

d. 

Paper  ... 

.  2462  . . . 

150 

7 

3  — 

...  1193  2 

5 

Textiles 

190  ... 

17 

15 

2  25 

208  18 

9 

Ferrous  Metals 

.  - 

49 

14 

-  - 

106  6 

9 

Non-Ferrous  Metals  .. 

.  — 

1 

7 

—  22 

124  19 

Kitchen  Waste 

•  - 

155 

11 

2  — 

..  598  12 

8 

Miscellaneous  Sales  .. 

.  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

62  16 

2 

Cast  Iron  . 

.  — 

7 

13 

—  — 

36  17 

3 

Total  .. 

.  2652  ... 

382 

9 

—  19 

..  £2331  13 

li 

The  Council  commenced  the  collection  of  salvage 

in  May,  1940. 

The  following  table  shows  the 

tonnage  sold  and  the  amounts  received  each  year  by  the  sales  of  salvaged  materials 

— 

Year 

Tons 

Cwts, 

grs. 

lbs. 

£  s.  d. 

1940  . 

129 

8 

3 

18  .. 

426  18 

4 

1941  . 

194 

7 

3 

0  .. 

828  10 

8 

1942  . 

...  280 

5 

1 

5  .. 

.  1,148  5 

1 

1943  . 

...  376 

4 

1 

16  .. 

.  1,424  18 

0 

1944  . 

...  463 

6 

2 

0  .. 

.  1,576  17 

8 

1945  . 

...  491 

9 

1 

11  .. 

.  1,607  19 

9 

1946  . 

...  335 

1 

2 

24  .. 

1,360  0 

7 

1947  . 

...  398 

19 

1 

15  .. 

.  1,685  19 

1 

1948  . 

...  510 

0 

2 

0  .. 

.  2,211  15 

7 

1949  . 

...  490 

18 

3 

24  .. 

.  2,343  13 

8 

1950  . 

...  412 

7 

0 

7  .. 

.  2,108  15 

7 

1951  . 

...  385 

12 

3 

26  .. 

.  3,787  4 

9 

1952  . 

...  388 

18 

1 

1  .. 

.  2,521  13 

2 

1953  . 

...  382 

9 

0 

19  .. 

.  2,331  13 

1 

Total 

...  5,239 

5 

0 

26  .. 

.£25,364  5 

0 

In  concluding  my  report  I  would  like  to  express  my 

sincere  thanks  for  the  support  and  guid- 

ance  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  goodwill 
shown  since  my  appointment. 

To  the  other  members  of  the  Health  Department,  Mr.  J.  R.  Williams.,  Miss  A.  Wood  and  the 
staff  of  the  House  Refuse  Service,  I  desire  to  thank  them  most  cordially  for  the  help  received  and 
the  excellent  co-operation  which  has  existed  within  the  Department. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant^ 

GEO.  N.  CORBISHLEY, 
Sanitary  Inspector  & 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT. 


This  brief  report  covers  the  period  1st  January,  1953  to  31st  December,  1953:  — 

1.  Highways. 

The  policy  of  continuing  restriction  on  road  expenditure  for  both  classified  and  district  roads 
was  unfortunately  maintained  and  much  overdue  improvement  work  was  again  shelved.  Work 
carried  out  was  restricted  to  maintenance  and  less  than  the  minimum  needed  to  prevent  deterioration 
of  the  roads  was  able  to  be  done  with  funds  made  available. 

Authorised  expenditure  was: — ^^Class  1  roads  (3.07  miles)  £1,145  or  £373  per  mile;  Class  II 
roads  (2.22  miles)  £1,150  or  £518  per  mile;  Class  III  roads  (2.39  miles)  £4,455  or  £1,860  per  mile 
and  Unclassified  Roads  (14  miles)  £8,612  or  £616  per  mile. 

The  provisional  line  of  the  proposed  North-South  motorway  from  Church  Road,  Bamber 
Bridge^  northwards  through  the  U.D.  was  approved  by  the  Minister. 


2.  Private  Streets. 

Schemes  for  the  making  up  of  Lourdes  Avenue,  Oakland  Street  and  Teven  Street,  under 
Private  Street  Works  Act  1892,  were  prepared.,  but  the  Council  did  not  proceed  with  the  necessauv* 
Resolutions. 

The  proposal  for  making  up  Bridge  Street,  Higher  Walton,  was  quashed  by  the  Magistrates’ 
Court  after  the  hearing  of  objections. 

Meanygate,  a  private  street  giving  access  to  the  Meanygate  Housing  Estate,  was  completed  and 
final  accounts  and  apportionments  were  prepared. 

During  the  period  the  Council  did  not  approve  any  new  proposals  for  making  up  private 
streets  and  the  programme  came  to  a  stop. 

There  still  remain  some  71  unmade  private  streets  (excluding  back  passages)  within  the  Urban 
District,  (schemes  have  been  prepared,  but  not  yet  approved  by  the  Council,  for  6  of  them):  — 


St.  Leonard’s  Ward  —  15 

Central  Ward  —  13 

South  Ward  —  22. 

All  Saints’  Ward  —  5. 

West  Ward  —  16. 


Of  the  two  private  estates  being  developed,  the  roads  on  one  (Cinnamon  Hill)  were  being  made 
up  under  supervision  by  the  developer  for  adoption  as  highways.  The  other  estate  (Green  Drive) 
was  being  developed  by  different  builders  and  the  Council  exempted  each  plot  in  turn  from  advance 
payment  of  street  charges  under  the  New  Streets  Act  1951. 


3.  Public  Footpaths. 

The  Map  shewing  Public  Rights  of  Way,  required  to  be  prepared  under  the  National  Parks 
and  Access  to  the  Countryside  Act  1949,  was  “  on  deposit  ”  for  inspection  by  the  public.  Certain 
amendments  were  made  to  the  map  and  some  objections  received  to  alleged  rights  of  way  shewn  on 
the  map.  The  final  map,  whic  is  being  dealt  with  by  the  County  Council,  has  not  yet  been 
deposited  for  public  insi>ection. 
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4.  Sewerage. 

An  informal  inquiry  was  held  by  the  Minister,  into  the  Council's  revised  Main  Sewerage 
Scheme,  and  it  is  hoped  that  construction  of  the  main  sewers  will  begin  in  1954. 

Approval  was  given  to  the  construction  of  a  short  length  of  sewer  which  forms  part  of  the  new 
scheme  near  Hob  Inn,  so  that  work  on  the  traffic  islands  at  the  junction  of  A. 6  and  A. 49  should  not 
be  held  up  or  later  disturbed. 

Action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  to  have 
certain  sewers  on  Cinnamon  Hill  Estate  laid  by  the  estate  developer  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  part 
of  the  central  main  sewer  proposed  in  the  Main  Sewerage  Scheme. 

The  Scheme  for  extending  Hennel  Lane  sewer  so  as  to  enable  septic  tanks  for  21  houses  to  be 
abandoned  was  refused  approval  by  the  Minister. 


5.  Sewage  Disposal. 

A  little  further  progress  was  made  in  improving  the  handling  of  sludge  and  sewage  at  the 
disposal  works.  The  electrically  driven  centrifugal  sludge  pump,  authorised  in  1952  was  installed  and 
operating  and  the  necessary  chamber  to  house  the  new  low-level  automatic  sewage  pump  was 
constructed. 

The  Council  agreed  to  accept — ^on  conditions — the  trade  effluent  from  Messrs.  Lancashire 
Condenseries  Limited. 

At  the  inquiry  into  Main  Sewerage  (4  above)  it  was  suggested  to  the  Minister’s  Inspector,  that 
in  view  of  the  disposal  works  efQuent  being  discharged  into  tidal  waters,  the  Council  should  proceed 
with  the  redesign  of  the  works  for  partial  treatment  only  at  the  present.  A  meeting  with  Officials 
of  the  Ministry  to  discuss  this  was  to  be  arranged. 


6.  Housing. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  erection  of  6  Old  Folks  Bungalows  at  Meanygate,  but  in  view  of 
the  high  cost,  were  not  proceeded  with,  the  site  being  revised  to  accommodate  2  terraces  of  3  houses. 

Tenders  were  invited  for  the  completion  of  Meanygate  Estate  by  the  erection  of  27  houses  and 
4  flats  to  designs  prepared  by  Messrs.  Lillie  &  Kirkham. 

During  the  year  Messrs.  Lillie  &  Kirkham's  resignation  from  the  position  of  Consultant  Archi¬ 
tects  took  effect  and  the  work  previously  carried  out  by  them  in  connection  with  house  building  was 
added  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's  duties. 

The  proposed  acquisition  and  layout  of  a  new  housing  Site  at  Gregson  Lane  was  approved  by 
the  Council.  The  approved  layout  provides  for  the  erection  of  48 — 2  bedroomed  Gregory  "  flats 
and  24 — 3  bedroomed  "  Gregory  ”  houses. 

Work  continued  in  erecting  40  ''  Bosworth  ”  houses  at  Meanygate  estate  and  36  Bosworth  " 
houses  at  Withy  Trees  estate,  progress  being  unfortunately  very  slow  on  Withy  Trees  estate. 

One  application  for  an  improvement  grant  under  the  Housing  Act  1949  was  approved. 

The  Council  erected  12  lock-up  garages  on  Withy  Trees  estate. 

Work  was  begun  by  the  Ministry  of  Works  on  a  site  for  30  houses  for  the  Prison  Commission 
adjoining  Meanygate  estate. 
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7.  Flooding. 

Some  comparatively  minor  flooding  occurred  in  August  and  September  mainly  due  to  heavy 
rain  causing  surcharging  in  sewers  inadequate  in  size.  Fortunately,  although  some  basements  were 
flooded  by  sewage,  none  was  known  to  enter  houses  at  ground  floor  level. 

8.  Playing  Fields. 

Further  work  was  done  at  Gregson  Lane  Playing  Field  and  at  King  George’s  Field,  Higher 
Walton,  to  bring  both  fields  nearer  to  the  standard  of  amenity  and  equipment  envisaged  for  them. 

Further  approaches  were  made  to  the  Planning  Authority  and  District  Valuer  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  playing  field  at  The  Holme. 

9.  Plans  8C  Planning. 

During  the  year  214  applications  relating  to  341  permanent  buildings  and  49  temporary  build¬ 
ings  were  dealt  with  under  Byelaws  and  124  applications  dealt  with  under  the  Town  and  Country 
Planning  Act  1947. 

10.  Building  Licensing. 

The  licensing  of  domestic  building  work  above  the  free  limits  continued  to  be  the  Council’s 
responsibility  and  13  licences  for  work  to  a  value  of  £3,252  were  issued. 

17  licences  for  work  to  a  value  of  £120,881  were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Works. 

Licences  for  houses  having  a  floor  area  not  exceeding  1,000  sq.  ft.  were  made  available  on 
demand  and  the  waiting  list  for  licences  was  cleared.  Licences  for  houses  with  floor  areas  between 

1,000  and  1,500  sq.  ft.  were  issuable  at  the  Council’s  discretion,  seven  such  licences  being  issued. 
87  licences  to  a  value  of  £128,, 741  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  erection  of  private  houses. 

Control  of  selling  price  of  houses  built  under  licence  was  withdrawn  nationally  on  21st 
December,  1953. 

11.  Transport. 

The  Engineer  &  Surveyor’s  Department  has  two  50  cwt.  lorries  which  covered  20,21.1.  miles 
(Karrier  8,807  miles  and  Dodge  11,404  miles)  using  2,123  gallons  of  petrol.  Average  petrol  con¬ 
sumption  of  the  Karrier  was  10.6  miles/ gall,  and  of  the  Dodge  8.8  miles/ gallon. 

STANLEY  RACE, 

A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  A.M.I.W.E., 
Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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WATER  ENGINEER’S  REPORT 

To  the  Chairmany  and  Members  of  the  Water  Committee. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  report  upon  the  work  of  the  water  undertaking 
and  the  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

Supply  of  Water. 

From  Manchester  and  Preston  Corporations. 

Area  of  Supply. 

The  statutory  area  of  compulsory  supply  covers  the  area  of  Walton-le-Dale;  in  addition  sup¬ 
plies  in  bulk  are  furnished  to  Chorley  Rural  District  Council,  in  the  parish  of  Cuerden.  Individual 
supplies  by  meter  are  taken  by  consumers  in  the  parishes  of  Hoghton  and  Brindle. 

Estimated  population  supplied  (Registrar  General's  figures  1952), 


Walton-le-Dale  .  14,710 

Gregson  Lane — Brindle  parish  .  72 


14,782 


Quantity  of  Water  Supplied. 

Taken  from  Manchester  Corjwration  at  both  meter  houses 
Consumed  from  pipe  line  en  route  to  Reservoirs 


225,738,000  galls. 
1,923,000  galls. 


Total  Thirlmere  water  delivered  in  District 
Water  Taken  from  Preston  Corporation 


223,815,000  galls. 
73,138,000  galls. 


Total  Quantity  of  water  delivered  in  District  . 

Total  Quantity  of  water  consumed  by  meter  outside  district 


296,953,000  galls. 
2,247,000  galls. 


Quantity  of  water  retained  in  Reservoirs,  Dec.  31st,  1953 


294,706,000  galls. 
690,000  galls. 


Total  Quantity  consumed  by  meter  in  District  ... 


294,016,000  gallf 
122,164,000  galls. 


Total  Quantity  supplied  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  ...  171,852,000  galls. 

Total  Quantity  supplied  per  day  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  470,827  galls. 

Total  Quantity  supplied  per  day  for  all  purposes  per  head  ...  31.783  galls. 

Total  Quantity  'supplied  per  day  for  all  purposes  per  head 

including  trade .  56.523  galls. 

This  consumption  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  includes  water  used  for  cleansing  of 
sewers,  flushing  of  water  mains,  bursts,  and  water  used  for  fire  fighting.  This  year  extensive  quan¬ 
tities  have  been  used  for  fires  on  the  refuse  tip  in  Hennel  Lane,  and  Flatts  Mill  fire. 


Distribution. 

During  the  year  the  following  lengths  of  Spun  Iron  Watermains  have  been  laid  on  Housing 
Estates. 

3"  Spun  Iron  watermains  .  893  yds. 

4"  Spun  Iron  watermains  .  306  yds. 
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Total  number  of  connections  made  to  the  Distribution  Mains  ...  124 

The  usual  flushing  out  of  watermains,  and  the  cleansing  of  service  pipes  were  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Water  Meters. 

417  meters  are  in  commission  throughout  the  district. 

Fire  Hydrants. 

There  are  now  392  fire  hydrants  in  service  in  the  district^  of  this  number  10  are  of  the  old  ball 
type  hydrant.  Within  the  next  year  it  is  anticipated  that  this  obsolete  type  of  hydrant  will  be 
replaced. 


Waste  Detection. 

During  the  year  the  usual  day  and  night  inspections  of  all  street  mains  and  services  have  been 
carried  out.  The  following  is  a  list  of  repairs  and  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  waste 
water  detection  staff. 

993  inspections  of  houses  and  other  property. 

772  taps  rewashered  free  of  cost. 

232  cisterns  rewashered  free  of  cost. 

176  burst  services  were  dealt  with. 

13  burst  mains  were  repaired. 

1119  consumers’  water  fittings  were  tested  and  approved  for  use  in  the  Council’s  area. 


Parts  per  Million. 
11—15 
5—10 
19—25 


Quality  of  the  water  supplied. 

(a)  Hardness  as  CaCoS 

Carbonate  or  temporary  hardness . 

Non  carbonate  or  permanent  hardness  . 

Total  Hardness  . 

(b)  The  p.h.  value  of  the  supply  varies  from  7.0  to  7.5 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  were  submitted  for  examination: 
None  for  chemical  examination. 

7  for  bacteriological  examination. 

In  all  the  above  examinations  the  supply  was  satisfactory. 


Conclusion. 

Again  it  is  a  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  unfailing  confidence  and  encouragement  of  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  members  of  the  Water  Committee  in  the  conduct  of  the  undertaking.  Finally  I  wish  to 
thank  a  veiy  loyal  and  willing  staff  of  my  Department. 

I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WHITTLE, 

R.P.C.,  Cert.  R.S.I., 
Water  Engineer.. 
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16th  February,  1964. 


